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Nice Job!!! Thank you to all our 
groomer operators in Nova Scotia!!!

Where would we be without you.

SPECIAL EVENTS:

Our Clubhouse was used by the RCMP 
to host a DNR and Media Ride in 
February.

NSYS met at Fundy Trail before heading 
out on their overnight 2017 Winter Ride 
to Smith Rock Chalets

UPCOMING EVENT:
Muddy Arse ATV & Side x Side Rally – 
April 29th

Fundy Trail Snowmobile Club would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
all our members, volunteers, land 
owners, business supporters, dealers 
and sponsors as we appreciate all that 
you do in support of our club and our 
outdoor recreation activities.

Till next season!!!

Have a Happy and Safe Summer!!!
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Margaree Highlanders Snowmobile Club 
~ here’s to another great year!
by Shauna Cranton, Secretary

For the second year in a row the 
Margaree Highlanders Snowmobile 
Club’s annual snowmobile rally has 

surpassed 200 registered participants; 
this year reaching 235! 

Is it the hot turkey dinner, the great 
groomed trails, the beauty of all that 
snow, the great hospitality, all the 
prizes??? The members of the Margaree 
Highlanders Snowmobile Club think it is 
all of these things plus all the wonderful 
volunteers and businesses across our 
region that donate time, money and 
prizes to make this event happen and be 
a success.

While avid snowmobilers 
return year after year on rally 
weekend, we have seen a 
resurgence of snowmobiling 
with the younger generations. 
“This makes it all worthwhile 
to see more young 
people, families, and new 
snowmobilers coming out 
to enjoy our trail system 
and experience this great 
winter sport,” says Margaree 
Highlanders Snowmobile 
Club President, Aubrey 
Cranton. 

For 28 years now the rally has been 
taking place on trails that take you 
throughout the lowlands of the Margaree 
River Valley and on the highlands of 
Cape Breton. Without the permission 

of landowners our trail system would 
not exist. It is through these great 
partnerships we all enjoy the many 
beautiful vistas of the Margarees and the 
Highlands. For this we are truly grateful 
to all the landowners and look forward 
to future trail developments that lead 
us to new places to discover under the 
blanket of freshly fallen snow.

The Margaree Highlanders Snowmobile 
Club presented their annual Volunteer 
Award in memory of one of their 
founding members, Ian Russel Timmons. 
The award is in recognition of a club 
member whose outstanding efforts 

benefits snowmobiling in the Margarees. 
This year the award was presented 
to Aubrey Cranton. Aubrey has been 
an active member of the Margaree 
Highlanders Snowmobile Club for many 
years, is currently the club’s President 
and has held various executive positions 

over the years. Aubrey can be found 
anywhere a helping hand is needed. 
While he is very modest and does not 
like to be recognized publically the 
award is very deserving for all he has 

contributed to the success of the 
club. He also enjoys getting out 
on the groomer when he can and 
did just that on the day of the rally 
to help ensure the trails were in 
good shape for everyone. Some 
members of Ian’s family were on 
hand to make the presentation to 
Aubrey during the rally.

On behalf of the Margaree 
Highlanders Snowmobile Club a 
very heartfelt thank you to all our 

local businesses and those across Cape 
Breton and Northeastern Nova Scotia 
who generously support our event year 
after year. 

We hope to see you all on February 10, 
2018 for our 29th Annual Margaree 
Highlanders Snowmobile Rally.
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Even though this season has not 
been our best, we must remember 
that the effort by the clubs and all 

the volunteers was as great as always. 
The efforts put forth by the volunteers is 
monumental to say the least. It does not 
matter how much it snows. If it were not 
for the volunteers we would not have a 
trail system. We also thank all the land 
owners; as a result of their co-operation, 
we are able to enjoy a great Trail System, 
so whenever you get the chance, thank a 
land owner.

What makes a successful snowmobile 
season?

It is high miles, no break downs, 
excellent trails, the people you meet 
along the way, no major groomer issues 
and not getting hurt. I think it is all of the 
above.

At the North Shore Snowmobile Club, 
the first two storms brought us close to 
ten centimeters of heavy wet snow. You 
would think that would bring us great 
joy instead of huge troubles. With the 
ground not yet frozen it brought down 
many trees. It took a lot of volunteers 
to reopen the trails, but we had some 
decent sledding in before New Years.

A January thaw 
slowed us up but 
three good storms 
in February and 
a lot of grooming 
put our trails in 
good shape. As I 
write this, we had 
several days of +10 
degree, weather 
and some rain 
which caused all 
trails to be closed in 
late February.

Our club hosted a 

Safety Course 
February 12th, 
taught by Cindy 
Patriquin. It was 
attended by sixteen 
people of all ages. 
Something you 
may have heard 
our club has done 
in the last year has 
been to put up a 
Facebook page. It 
is a great way to 

reach 1,000 people 
or more, quickly 
if you post an 
important message 
regarding the trails 
or a picture. Be 
sure to hit ‘like’ on 
the North Shore 
Snowmobile Club 
Facebook page.

And remember next 
year to get out for a 
tour with the North 
Shore. 

On February 18th, the NSYS group of 
40 plus youth and adults left Fundy, 
arrived at Warwick Mountain Rec. 
Club and was supplied with lunch 
complements of Jason Crowell and Guy 
Mattinson. They headed for Smith Rock 
Chalets where they spent the night. It 
was a very successful trip and many 
NSSC members were on the trip.

Also many members of the club headed 
for Cape Breton March 4th and 5th for 
the Annual Ride for Dad. 

News from the North Shore
by Dianne MacPhee

Cindy Patriquinn centre, leads the course.

Safety course participants

Safety course
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Built between 1889 and 1902, the 
440-foot (134 m) long Wallace 
River railway bridge was the most 

substantial structure constructed along 
the 110-km length of the Intercolonial 
Branch Short Line, connecting Stellarton 
and Oxford Junction.

Anchored with a base of stone from 
local quarries and topped with an iron 
superstructure, the 65-foot (20 m) 
high bridge was designed with a huge 
cogwheel and crank so that the span 
on the eastern end would swing out 

90 degrees to the main structure. This 
permitted tall sailing ships to ply the 
Wallace River and pick up cargo of stone 
from the various quarries upstream.

The “short line” was abandoned by 
Canadian National Railway in the 
1960s and in 1998 the corridor was 
acquired by the Province of Nova Scotia, 
becoming part of the main route of the 
Trans Canada Trail.

In 1999-2000, volunteers from the 
Cumberland Trails Association and the 
Route 6 Snowmobile Club installed 
wooden decks and side rails along the 
entire length of the bridge, ensuring 
a safe passage for all trail users. On 
September 9, 2000, the bridge was 
officially declared open and instantly 
became a popular landmark for 
recreational trail users.

Then on August 11, 2002 a devastating 
fire destroyed 60% of the bridge’s wood 
structure, breaking the trail corridor. 
Volunteers with funding from various 
sources repaired the bridge to its present 
state and reconnected the trail. Much of 
the deck was again replaced last year 
by volunteers. Some abutment work will 
be required in the near future in order to 
protect this superstructure from ice and 
further deterioration.

The Route 6 Snowmobile Club grooms 
over 170 kilometers of trail with two 
groomers. In conjunction with our 
local ATV club, Cumberland Trails and 
The Trans Canada Trail including our 
partners with Communities, Culture 
and Heritage we are also working on 
engineered abutment protection for this 
important link in our trails system.

Thanks! 
 Kathy Morash (for Richard Morash)

Route Six: The Wallace River Bridge
Reported on by The Route Six Snowmobile Club

CLUB REPORT



27April 2017

The MARS Store
Amherst

902-667-7158

The Cat Shack
Truro

902-843-4800

Privateer’s
Halifax

902-444-4647

OCR Equipment
Bridgewater

902-530-2363

Yarmouth Forklift
Yarmouth

902-742-6699

G W Sampson
Kingston

902-765-3357
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First off I would like to 
take the time to thank 
our Volunteers. Without 

their help and countless 
hours of dedication to the 
sport we would not have a 
trail system. The amount of 
work that goes on behind 
the scenes is unbelievable. 
There are some people who 
deserve special recognition. 
They go well over and 
above to make things run 
smoothly so you can go 
have fun snowmobiling with 
your friends. If you ever get the 
chance to meet one of these 
kind folks in a parking lot or on the trail, 
please shake their hands and tell them 
Thank You for everything you do.

Andy Swinamer, Jamie Rogers, Dougie 
Ross, Melanie Ross, Jeff Swinamer, 
Carol Fielding, Lonny Curry, Craig 
Palmeter, John Bartlett, Greg Gollan, 
John Aylward, Calvin Ossinger, Jeremy 
Cromwell.

We have been working very hard over 
the last five years expanding our trail 
system; opening trails in Ellershouse, 
Nova Scotia and now reaching to the 
south shore of Hubbard’s. Making 
this connection is one of many lags in 

connecting the province’s Snowmobile 
trail system; but this is just one of many 
projects. We are always working on 
upgrading and fixing up the trails we 
already have. It is important for growth 
but not to forge, what we already 
have to maintain. You can build a new 
20 kilometer stretch of trail but just 
remember there are 100 kilometers 
of trail behind you that still need to be 
looked after. This is where education and 
the build-up of new members is key. You 
can find out information about our club 
on our website www.snodusters.ca. We 
are currently going through upgrades 
with our website so if the information 

you are seeking isn’t there; check out 
our contact list and someone will gladly 
send you in the right direction. Next 
year we will be moving our general club 
meetings around our community for 
a few different reasons. This will allow 
for a wide variety of different sledders 
from different areas to attend and share 
their input. Also we can give back to 
the community by supporting our local 
community halls. Please check out our 
website for future dates and locations.

Hants SnoDusters Spring 2017
by Jeremy Cromwell, President

President Jeremy Cromwell, Jason Ward, Myles Eagles, 
Jeff Swinamer, Carol Fielding, Lonny Curry.

2nd grooming trip out this season

Ellershouse Windmill Trying to plow through 3 feet of snow
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On April 9th, we hosted our 13th 
annual Vintage Snowmobile Show; the 
Largest Vintage Snowmobile Show in the 
Maritimes! It was located at the Hants 
County Exhibition Grounds.

Coming up on May 6th is our very 
popular and expanding Turkey Supper 
and auction. It is located at the Falmouth 

Community Hall; the tickets are $20 
each with only 120 available. This event 
has raised over $19,000 for our club 
in the past three years. It makes a big 
difference having funds in the bank to 
complete trail work projects, groomer 
repairs and to get right back out on the 
trail.

I’d also like to Congratulate Jamie 

Rogers, He won 3rd place in the ISC 

2018 Big Money lottery which was 

$3000! Thank you Jamie for supporting 

SANS and our club!

Happy Trails

Big Bra corner, located right on the 101 
trail! 5km from the club house The Pond Trail Ski Martock Trail

Dougie Ross (L) Lonny (snowman)Curry (R)

Our newest groomer operator, Myles just 16 years old,  
out on a trail ride. This was his first time seeing our  

Monster Case Groomer
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Repairs on-the-goReady to roll

Flurries in the Highlands Break on the trail

Ride for Dad
Photo credits: Jack Ronalds Photography 
(provided by the generous support of Janet and Richard Jamieson)
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RIDE FOR DAD RIDE FOR DAD

Thank you to the sponsors who were all so generous with their support for The Ride

Jack Ronalds on the trail 
(photo credit: Janet Jamieson) Laurie Cranton before the Big Lotto Draw

Top pledge earners Adventure Sledders accepted by Tina Crawford
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Laurie congratulates Gord MadDonald  
on winning the top $25,000 Big Lotto draw

Gord MacDonald and Mary after  
they received the news Gord had won $25,000

Janet and Richard Jamieson

Mike with Tammy Hines who was the  
1st runner up in pledges for The Ride for Dad

Mike Eddy detailing the Big Lotto
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RIDE FOR DAD

Syl MacDonald (far left) enjoys  
The Ride banquet with his table mates

Mike presents Jack Ronalds  
with his Over the Hill Trophy 

A happy door prize winner  
at The Ride banquet

The NSYS group did a fine job of  
managing the door prize distribution

The lunch crowd
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Reaching for High Quality 
Printing Standards?

That’s easy!

2688 Robie Street, Halifax NS, Canada B3K 4N8
902-453-4511

sales@halprint.com www.halcraftprinters.com

818 Prospect Road, Goodwood | 902–442–4046
www.halifaxmotorsports.com |   

THE #1 SOURCE FOR ALL 
YOUR POWERSPORT NEEDS 

PARTS |  ACCESSORIES |  APPAREL
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THIS IS A TRAIL 
OF UNEXPECTED 

MISHAPS.

BE READY FOR THE UNEXPECTED 
WITH SPOT SATELLITE DEVICES 
WHEN YOU’RE BEYOND CELLULAR.
SPOT GEN3 gives you a critical line of communication to emergency 
responders in life-threatening situations and allow you to check in with friends 
and family. SPOT TRACE tracks your most valuable assets virtually anywhere.

Learn more and find your local SPOT retailer at

FindMeSPOT.com/SANS
SPOT GEN3TM

SATELLITE GPS
MESSENGER

SPOT TRACETM

THEFT-ALERT SATELLITE 
TRACKING DEVICE

SPOT16_8.5x11_SANS.indd   1 11/2/16   2:13 PM

Smith Rock Lodge & Chalets is the perfect venue 
for Social Gatherings, Corporate Retreats, 

Weddings and much more. With a full catering 
menu we can customize your special event.

Minutes away from the 551 Groomed Trail 
in Scotsburn, we are the perfect destination 

for snowmobilers. After a great day of 
snowmobiling guests can stay cozy by the 

fire in one of our one, two or three bedroom 
Chalets or deluxe retreat rooms. Snowmobilers 
who make Smith Rock Lodge & Chalets their 

destination will receive a 15% discount.

310 Fitzpatrick Mountain Road 
Scotsburn, NS B0K 1R0

Phone: (902) 485-4799
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Sullivan Fuels
Valero Branded Distributor
PO Box 31, Whycocomagh, NS B0E 3M0

902-756-2336
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ALPINE’S TRAIL SUPPORTERS

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS!!
ALPINE AUCTION Box, Silent & Open Auction on April 7, 2017. OPENS @ 7:30PM

PortHood Fire Hall, after Chase the Ace
Entertainment by Peter MacInnis ~ Soft drinks & Snacks provided

Al Tobey Construction

Albert J. MacDonald Construction

Archies Esso

B. Moran Enterprises

B.P. Fraser Forestry Ltd.

B&N Distributors

Breton Petroleum

Ceilidh Fishermen’s Co-op Ltd.

Connors Office Supplies

D.F. Beaton Services

East Coast Credit Union

Enterprise Shippigan Ltd.

Global Fuels Agency

Hill Top Electrical

Island View Beauty Salon

Mabou Fresh Mart

Mabou River Inn

North End Building Supplies

Port Hood Co-op Ltd.

Sandiannies Bakery

Seaside Fuels & Convience

Spartin Marine Supplies

Strait Supplies Ltd.

Vernon D’eon Fishing Supplies

Zutphen Contractors

Come to Truro for great shopping or 
enjoy a performance at the Marigold 
Cultural Centre. Relax at our large 
pool and whirlpool. Then experience 
Sherlock’s Piano Bar. Delight your 
taste buds and enjoy the great food 
and service in our dining room and 
coffee shop.

150 Willow Street, Truro
1 800 567 4276 or 902 893 4311
www.bwglengarry.com

A place to relax and have some fun!
Make a day or weekend getaway for you, your friends and family.
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Opinion Piece – Spring 2017
How do we fix “STUPID” It is all our responsibility!

This past winter was the busiest I have had since I 
began work with SANS in dealing with complaints from 
landowners, permit buyers and groomer operators. The 

chief complaint was simply the trespassing over blueberry 
fields and land where there are no trails. I am not referring to 
old woods roads that are not groomed and are great for drift 
busting and playing but plain and simple trespassing in areas 
where ‘this taking place’ may end up costing us a loss of trail 
access. We had situations where the “idiots” drove two feet 
away from the sign saying Keep Off – Blueberry Land. 

Permit buyers are upset that they see people enjoying or even 
destroying trails and their sleds do not have permits. Yes this 
is true and to some there is an expectation that these trails 
that we spend thousands of dollars on are theirs to do with as 
they please. We have all witnessed the non-permitted sleds at 
our favourite stops whether it is for a meal or at the warming 
shelters. Another issue for the considerate and sensible 
snowmobiler is the amount of drinking taking place on our 
trails, evident in the number of bottles and cans found at the 
shelters. (Several shelters are being considered for removal 
from Crown Land due to this.) There are those who do not 
understand that they risk the same penalty as being found 
on the highway under the influence. Worse are those with 

children who think having a few beers is causing no harm 
without giving thought to being a poor role model. 

Groomer operators get upset when they are returning home 
after a twelve-hour shift in the groomer and see that someone 
was boon docking on the groomed trail they had just gone 
over! There isn’t much to say here except that those who 
want to play off trail should find a legal place to do so and 
stop destroying the trails for those who want nicely groomed 
trails. Mountain sleds have their place and please enjoy them 
where they are suited!

What can we do about these issues? Well for starters there 
are many occasions where the culprits are travelling with 
those who do not take part in the behaviours mentioned 
here nor drive without permits. Maybe we can start by telling 
our non-permitted friends they are not welcome to ride with 
us, drinking on the ride is unacceptable, warn them about 
riding where they shouldn’t and let them know you don’t 
appreciate a nice trail being destroyed by boon docking and 
just generally tearing them up! As always we are interested in 
your thoughts and opinions so please let us know at: 
gm@snowmobilersns.com  
or at info@snowmobilersns.com
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