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Past President’s Report Spring 2017
Pat Burke, Past President, SANS

Well, two so so winters in a 
row. They are behind us now 
and we move on. If you live 

in Cape Breton it was one of the best 
winters ever. Excellent conditions and 
well groomed trails left nothing to be 
desired. On the Island with smaller clubs 
and fewer volunteers it is commendable 
the effort they put forward. From the 
purchase of new groomers to the 
conditions of their 
trails, it is job one. We 
are all so fortunate 
that for most of us it is 
only a few hours away. 
No vacancy and filled 
restaurants have been 
the norm all winter and 
will be for several weeks 
to come.

I ask that clubs 
consider putting on 
volunteer drives for 
new members to help 
decrease the work load 
on the membership. 
Many clubs have 
members that do not 
snowmobile but enjoy 
being out doors and 
getting involved in trail 
work and groomer 
operations. Another 
option is we share many 
of our trails with other 

user groups and to work together with 
them on a larger project. Adjoining clubs 
who use each others trails can also share 
the workload to help each other out.

This is also a great time to visit dealers 
and look at next years’ products. There 
are sales on non current clothing 
and accessories providing top quality 
products at a discount price.

In the off season take time and enjoy 
vacation with family and friends. Too 
many of us suffer from burnout caused 
by the day to day and never ending tasks 
at hand. Take time for yourself.

I want to thank all SANS volunteers for 
their commitment to snowmobiling and 
all our sponsors for their support over 
the past winter.

Core Operating Funds provided by

Off-Highway Vehicle
Infrastructure Fund Department of

Health and Wellness
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR
In the winter issue there were some errors that I would like to 

rectify.

On the front cover the volunteers were working on the NRL bridge 

(not Benseely.) The Dalhousie Mountain Snowmobile Club report 

was by past president Reg Crewe, not by Greg Morash. If there 

were other glaring mistakes, please accept my sincere apologies. 

December was a tough month for me with the passing of my 

mother. Thank you so much to all of the volunteers who take the 

time to send in articles for this magazine; without you it would 

not exist. As usual, it has been a pleasure working with you Mike 

over this past season along with the EC and BOD. Have a great 

summer everyone!

General Manager’s Report
Mike Eddy, General Manager, SANS

Spring has arrived and I am sure 
most people have put their sleds 
away for the season although there 

were some hardcore folks snowmobiling 
the Highlands in mid April. Although 
we had early snow it seemed Mother 
Nature didn’t want us to keep it on 
the mainland; yet she made sure 
Cape Breton had plenty from early 
December to probably sometime in 
May. I remember reflecting last spring 
on our winter or, should I say non-winter 
and this past winter was only a modest 
improvement for Zones 2, 3 and 4. 
Once again we have to dream about the 
wonderful conditions we will have next 
year! Don’t forget to order that new sled 
during spring promotions!

ISC 2018
SANS is staying quite busy and planning 
for the International Snowmobile 
Congress is starting to really ramp up 
as the committee readies for the ISC 
2017 in Winnipeg. They will be active 
in Winnipeg as people are encouraged 
to register early and make plans for 
attending in Halifax next June. The SANS 
Big Money Lotto was not a sell out but 
the clubs that sold tickets shared in over 
$16,000 of profit. Unfortunately the ISC 
Committee did not receive any profit to 
help with the organizing of ISC 2018. 

The winners were 1st $25,000 Gord 
MacDonald, 2nd $5,000 Carl Launt 
and 3rd $3,000 Jamie Rogers. Thank 
you to all who purchased tickets and 
congratulations to the winners!

SANS SNOWMOBILE  
RIDE FOR DAD
The 5th SANS Ride for Dad was a 
financial success as we raised just over 
$40,000. The event was enjoyed by all 
those who attended and the committee 
met after the event for a debriefing of 
what went well and what can be done 
better. We discussed whether to continue 
with the event as is, change direction or 
call it a day. This discussion was a result 
of fewer people being tasked with many 
more roles and burn out has caused 
some resignations from the committee. 
We have heard from a few people who 
want to help so we decided to continue 
as the only Provincial Snowmobile 
Ride for Dad. As the Coordinator I 
was frazzled to say the least this year 
and while considering stepping back I 
was moved to change my mind when 
I received a message the morning we 
were packing to leave the Inverary Inn. 
The SANS 2016 Youth Snowmobiler of 
the Year, Jarrett Crowell sent a text to 
me to ask if he could help us pack up. 
We were already packed so thanked 
him and said we were fine. He came 
back with a sincere thank you and the 
following. “Hope you keep doing this for 
a long time. Always a good time.” That 
was the turning point in my decision to 
make this event bigger and better for 
years to come! However attendance was 
down and we are very interested to hear 
from anyone who can suggest changes 
that may help bring our numbers up to 
max capacity.

GOVERNMENT 
ANNOUNCEMENT
Much work has gone into influencing 
government over the years and by 
many people so we were very pleased 

Gord receives his cheque  
from President Don Stewart
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to be at the Baddeck Forks Golf Club 
for an announcement by the Minister 
of Transportation and Infrastructure 
Renewal. Funding support for the 
Oxford Tunnel and a Bridge Crossing 
in Baddeck were two key points as well 
as trail areas where OHV’s can use the 
sides of roads to access services. This 
is great news for the OHV community 
and a sure sign that the groups 
working together have created strength. 
Thanks go out to the folks at NSORRA 
and ATVANS for their continued 
collaboration.

NSYS
In 2012 I began my new career with 
SANS and as a result attended ISC 2012 
in Massachusetts. We made it a vacation 
and my wife Marsha came along. While 
I was sitting through numerous meetings 
she attended a break out session with the 
KAOS group (Kids and Adults On Sleds) 
from Wisconsin. She was impressed and 
talked about them a lot to me and Stan 
Slack. President Stan Slack attended ISC 
2013 hosted by Wisconsin and he was 
also very impressed by the youth and 
decided we should have a youth group 
here. I am pleased to say we not only 
started a group but have excelled way 
over expectations! Carole Fisher and 
Marsha (Co-coordinator’s) have done 
an amazing job engaging the NSYS 
members but I am also very impressed 
with the level of support offered by 
the families of our youth sledders. A 
perfect example of this was the first 
ever overnight ride that took place this 
year. We rode from the Fundy Trail Club 
to Smithrock Chalets and it was great 
because we just had a big dump of 

powder so drift busting was high on the 
agenda for many of those with good 
backs! Overall it was a terrific event and 
I look forward to seeing these youth take 
over the reins at SANS and see one of 
them serve as the President!

SANS – WHERE DO WE  
WANT TO GO?
The SANS Strategic Plan is dated 
and as such the executive made a 
decision to start a process to update 
the plan and prepare for the next ten 
years. A facilitator will lead a number 
of SANS members and stakeholders 
including staff from DOE, DNR, TIR 
and Communities Culture and Heritage 
government departments as well as 
other people we work with including the 
General Manager of the New Brunswick 
Federation of Snowmobile Clubs. We 
look forward to completing the work 
identified through this process and 
keeping SANS as current as possible as 
well as having engaged members who 
are in two-way communications at all 
times.

WINTER TOURISM
Destination Cape Breton has come on 
board in a big way this winter! It has 
taken a lot of effort but we have seen a 
lot of interest this winter. They funded a 
film shoot this winter which will form part 
of a winter promotion for next year. I can 
say that I received more phone calls and 
emails about sledding in Cape Breton 
this winter than in all the other years 
combined. Notable was the number 
of people who went down for their first 
time and plan to go back as many 
made multiple trips. This is great for NS 

snowmobiling and more operators of 
cabins and motels are planning to open 
next winter! Awesome!

STAN SLACK
In this edition we have profiled Stan 
Slack. I hope you enjoy learning about 
this great individual who in my opinion, 
has and is the most influential person in 
Nova Scotia when it comes to sledding 
and introducing huge firsts through 
his leadership! Personally I have to 
thank Stan for getting me involved with 
organized snowmobiling. While trying to 
get my sled working better Hewitt Russell 
told me to call this Stan Slack fellow as 
he had a similar issue and he thought 
that this guy found a solution. After a 
lengthy chat I was pumped for a road 
trip to Folly Lake. Four of us went up 
to try the trails and that was it! Joining 
a club and enjoying all the work that 
this entails became a must-do! Thank 
you Stan and no amount of accolades 
and awards can adequately say how 
important you have been to this sport we 
love!

Please mark your calendars for the fall 
events. The SANS Learning Symposium, 
NSYS Workshop, Snow Show and 
Awards Banquet will be all held on 
Saturday November 4, 2017 at the Best 
Western Glengarry in Truro.

Thank you to all those who purchased 
permits and took from their personal 
time to help work on trails. We would not 
have the trail systems we enjoy without 
all of your support. I hope you have a 
wonderful and safe summer season and 
look forward to seeing many of you at 
our events or on the trails next winter!

Crowd at announcement
Minister McLellan, Darren Baker and  

MLA Pam Eyeing at the announcement
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Wreck Cove store owners’ kindness 
in credit card snafu touches tourists
Virginia couple grateful to Cape Bretoner for going the extra mile

by Susan Bradley, CBC News

An American couple travelling 
in Cape Breton avoided the 
hassle of replacing a lost 

credit card when the owners of the 
Wreck Cove General Store and 
Gas Bar came to the rescue. (Trevor 
Ferneyhough photo)

A couple from Virginia travelling in 
Cape Breton realized this week that 
Maritime hospitality goes beyond a 
welcoming smile and nice words.

Mike Evans and his girlfriend had 
stepped off a Big Bras d’Or boat tour, 
ate lunch and headed out on the Cabot 
Trail. After travelling more than an hour, 
they stopped for gas at the Wreck Cove 
General Store and Gas Bar.

That’s when Evans discovered he’d lost 
his credit card.

Store owners Brent Partland and Jenn 
Rhodes immediately offered to help.

SPRANG INTO ACTION
“We just sprang into action. Jenn 
grabbed the phone book, found the boat 
tour he had been on — it was the Bird 
Island boat tour — but they didn’t have 
it,” Partland told CBC’s Maritime Noon 
on Wednesday.

Partland then asked the couple where 
they ate after the boat tour, and made 
another call.

Brent Partland and Jenn Rhodes are the 
owners of Wreck Cove General Store 
and Gas Bar. (Facebook)

It turned out the lost credit card was at 
Fitzgerald’s Restaurant in Boularderie. To 
save the tourists the two-hour trip out of 
their way to retrieve the card, Partland 
made an offer.

“I just said to them, ‘You know what 
folks, I’m going to be heading into town 
tomorrow, I can pick up your card for 
you,’” Partland said.

NOT A BIG DEAL
The couple, who were staying in nearby 
Ingonish, were “floored” when they met 
up with Partland the next day and he 
handed over their card.

“He tried to give me a cash reward a 
few times and I refused it. That’s not 
why I did it. I did it so he could continue 

to enjoy his vacation, not for any 
monetary gain, that’s for sure.”

Evans then wrote a thank you letter 
that was posted on Facebook.

“The people of Nova Scotia’s 
reputation for being good and kind 
people is confirmed once again,” he 
wrote.

Partland said he didn’t mean for 
the act of kindness to become a big 
deal.

“For us, it’s just the way we do things 
out here. We try to live as honourably 
as possible. If somebody comes in and 
needs help or anything, we try to help 
them out.”

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
Living in the remote community near 
the northern tip of Cape Breton brings a 
sense of responsibility, Partland said.

“We live on premises with the gas station 
so we’ll get phone calls at all hours of 
the night, people knocking on the door, 
needing gas or needing this or needing 
that.

“We open up for them. That’s just part 
of who we are, what we have to do out 
here.”

With files from Maritime Noon
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Wreck Cove
Proprietors: Brent Partland & Jenn Rhodes

On any given day, you’ll find 
a group of men and women 
gathered around the tables at 

Wreck Cove General Store enjoying 
a cup of coffee and the company 
of owners Brent Partland and Jenn 
Rhodes. Located moments before the 
base of Cape Smokey on the world-
famous Cabot Trail, the store is one 
of few businesses that remains open 
after the tourist season ends in mid-
October.

The Wreck Cove General Store is 
also the only business with direct 
access from the trails that span across 
the Cape Breton Highlands. It’s the 
only full-service station in a 30-
50 kilometers radius and provides 
homemade foods (baked goods, 
sandwiches, chilli/soups); fresh, hot 
coffee and teas; fuel; snacks and 
refreshments; first aid and grocery 
items; clothing; local giftware and 
more. And have I mentioned it’s the 

only sled-friendly 
destination in the 
area? There’s that, 
too.

The large parking 
lot has room for 
multiple trailers 
and a spacious but 
flat yard provides 
lots of additional 
space to park 
snowmobiles while 
visitors warm up, 
grab a snack or 
their caffeine fix.

And while the store is a wonderful 
destination today, there’s more to 
come.

Owners Brent and Jenn look forward 
to an expansion in the upcoming 
years to provide all-season cabins for 
diehard winter sport fans, a greater 
selection of homemade meals as well 
as a large store expansion to house all 

the hungry customers. You’ll soon be 
able to pick up much-needed – and 
sometimes forgotten! – Outdoor gear 
for hunting, snowmobiling, four-
wheeling, fishing and camping.

It’s a cliché but it’s true: The Wreck 
Cove General Store is a one-stop shop 
for all your winter outing needs. You 
can see business hours, daily specials 
and more by visiting the Facebook 
page. See you on the trails!
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Stan Slack’s Story
The Gentleman of Snowmobiling

Stan Slack was born in 1951 in 
Debert. He is married to Rosalee 
(Higgins) who has supported him 

through his many volunteer activities. 
He has two children Mark and Sonya 
and three grandchildren.

Stan retired from the Department of 
National Defense, FMF Cape Scott as 
an IT Planner-Scheduler and enjoyed 
his career. Although his background 
was not in IT; as usual he quickly 
moved up through the ranks and 
became a very valued and loyal 
employee.

Stan has been a leader in recreational 
snowmobiling in NS, Canada and 
internationally. He has held many 
executive positions with groups at 
all levels and is a pioneer with trails 
groups provincially. In 2012 Stan 
received the Queen Elizabeth II 
Diamond Jubilee Medal and in 2014 
was presented with NS Trails’ White 
Hills Summit Award for his outstanding 
contribution to trail development in our 
province.

At the age of fifteen Stan started 
working in the blueberry fields and 
saved enough money to purchase his 
first snowmobile, an early 60’s 10 HP 
Ski-Doo. He transported it in the trunk 
of his mother’s 1962 Chevy. Thus, 
started his love for snowmobiling and 
many years of devotion to the sport 
and trail work.

In the 70’s Stan joined the Truro 
Snowmobile Club and when the 
club split, he joined the Fundy Trail 
Snowmobile Club where he remains a 
very active member.

Our most gentle and devoted 
snowmobiler has enjoyed 
snowmobiling throughout the province 
and in many parts of Canada and the 
United States. He has spent countless 

hours riding in the trails and has also 
spent countless hours never starting 
his snowmobile, organizing, helping or 
working on many events and projects.

Stan and his family have given many 
hours to the sport. Many evenings his 
wife Rosalee and his children would 
spend hours stuffing envelopes or 
preparing mail-outs for SANS.

His involvement in organized 
snowmobiling on the local to 
international levels demonstrates 
the driving force he has been in the 
development of the sport; without a 
doubt he has earned the respect and 
admiration of all who have had the 
privilege of working with him.

Stan has been recognized as a leader 
in recreational snowmobiling and trail 
building. Locally he was a founding 
member of the Fundy Trail Snowmobile 
club and has served or is serving on 
their trails Committee, Facebook/
Media person, Vice President and 
many other club events and projects. 
He regularly co-pilots the groomer and 
spends countless hours on the trails 
installing signs, auditing the system 
and helping fix any issues.

Provincially, Stan has served as 
secretary and president of The 
Snowmobile Association of NS (SANS.) 
In 1984 he was elected secretary and 
in 1986 he was elected and served as 
president for eight years. When Stan 
was first elected president, there were 
six member clubs and approximately 
300 members. Today there are 
twenty-one clubs and approximately 
2,400 family members representing 
approximately 4,000 individuals.

While President of SANS for his first 
eight years, Stan organized the Annual 
SANS Lottery which raised $600 in 
its first year to a high of $58,000. 

This was the basis for the status of 
SANS as a provincially funded and 
professionally managed snowmobiling 
organization that leads many other 
groups in the management of 
snowmobiling throughout the sport, 
nationally and internationally. Stan 
and Rosalee developed and ran 
the NS SANS Snowmobile Tour for 
the first seven years. He currently 
participates in the annual SANS Ride 
for DAD and a provincial Take a Friend 
Snowmobiling Tour.

Stan quickly saw a need for organized 
snowmobiling to develop and maintain 
trails that were standardized and safe 
for snowmobile travel. As he travelled 
to other parts of the world, he saw the 
advantage of trails linked together to 
form a network from community to 
community and he organized a group 
of fellow snowmobilers into another 
yearly event, White Carpet Week. This 
effort encouraged snowmobilers to 
travel to other areas and experience 
how organized funded trails worked; 
hoping that someday NS would share 
the vision.

This group and Stan’s initiative led to 
a plan to hope to educate the SANS 
membership in the belief that a user 
pay groomed trail system would work 
best for the province. This led to a 
series of weekend meetings with the 
SANS clubs to create a working plan 
for the organization and became the 
framework for the future of SANS.

In the early 1990’s, New Brunswick 
adopted the user pay permit system 
and Stan once again seeing an 
opportunity to further promote safe, 
standardized trails led the way towards 
our current system. He formulated 
the SANS Funded Interconnected 
Recreational Snowmobile Trails 
(FIRST.) There was resistance to this as 
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there were too many new ideas and 
concepts but Stan persevered and in 
1994, the SANS FIRST trail permit 
system was adopted.

Along with the permit system Stan also 
developed the Trail Warden position. 
He was appointed to the newly created 
position of Trail Coordinator, which 
he holds today. He developed the 
trail signage manual and applied 
for funding to ensure all clubs could 
implement this plan.

During the 1995/1996/1997 
snowmobile seasons Stan organized, 
chaired and led the first cross Nova 
Scotia FIRST Ride. This included 
provincial and federal government 
representatives and illustrated the 
importance of a corridor trail system 
across the province.

His tireless drive and vision for 
organized snowmobiling in the 
province has opened many 
opportunities for SANS. He obtained 
government support and funding from 
the Sport and Recreation Commission 
of NS and they now provide facilities 
and services for our operations. This 
led to the funding and hiring of our 
paid staff.

He organized the first snowmobile 
charity event in NS, the SANS Charity 
Ride with corporate sponsorship in 
support of Ronald MacDonald House.

The snowmobilers in PEI were 
interested in forming an association 
and once again, Stan offered to 
help and did so at his own expense; 
just to ensure the organized sport of 
snowmobiling continued throughout 
the Maritimes.

Stan tried and succeeded in bringing 
the International Snowmobile 
Congress I(ISC) to NS after two bids 
and in 1993 the 25th Congress was 
held in Dartmouth. Once again, 
he led the bid to successfully bring 
the 50th Anniversary of the ISC to 
Halifax in 2018. Stan is serving on the 
committee, as secretary and senior 
advisor to the group.

Stan has served on the Executive 
Committee of SANS since 1985 as 

secretary, 1985-1987, President 
1988-1993 and once again served 
as president from 2012-2014. He is 
a founding member of the NS Trails 
Federation and has served in many 
executive capacities since its formation. 
He formed and chaired the Trans 
Canada Trail Committee and served 
on the national committee for two 
years.

Stan initiated the SANS user pay trail 
permit system. He once again led the 
way to promote a new formulary to 
enhance the system a couple of years 
ago to provide a better distribution 
of funds to clubs, throughout the 
province. He remains active with SANS 
as the current Trail Coordinator. The 
user-pay permit system was designed 
to help pay the cost of groomers and 
provide safe groomed trails. Stan 
understood this concept long ago and 
worked very hard to implement this 
plan. Recently in a SANS study, his 
vision proved itself in that the number 
one desire of snowmobilers in NS was 
to ride on groomed trails.

To complement the groomer fleet, he 
also led the way to provide each club’s 
groomer with a SPOT device. These 
are satellite tracking GPS systems to 
not only monitor the tracks of each 
groomer on an online map but also 
provides the operators a means to 
send messages and distress signals, 
should something happen. In NS, it is 
not always possible to get a cell signal 
so satellite communication is very 
important for the safety of our groomer 
operator’s safety. Stan is currently 
looking after this system and is the 
SANS resident expert on the SPOT 
devices. He checks on each device, 
monitors any issues and troubleshoots 
any problems that may occur.

The Off Highway Vehicle Infrastructure 
Fund was set up to supply funding 
for trail work in Nova Scotia for 
all organized Off Highway Vehicle 
(OHV) groups. Stan was instrumental 
in helping set this up through the 
Department of Natural Resources and 
sat on the advisory/grant committee 
until last year. This fund has provided 

millions of dollars to develop and 
improve our trail system throughout the 
entire province.

The Geomapix GPS Trail Map, was 
created through Stan’s hard work 
and collaboration with DNR and LGS 
Inc. The development of the map 
and subsequent improvements were 
developed through Stan’s promotion 
of a GPS’ed trail map layer over a 
topographical map. His constant 
promotion of SANS as a leading, 
trustworthy and capable trail builder 
has created a trail system that is one 
of the best in the country. He has 
always promoted safe, standardized 
and signed trails. Stan literally travelled 
the trails with his hand-held GPS unit 
and mapped many of our trails. To 
add to this trail system’s viability and 
future, a map base was created and 
then refined; Geomapix – LGS Inc. 
now provides our members with an 
online map for use when designing, 
maintaining and building trails. It was 
used this year to provide a printable 
map for sale by each SANS Provincial 
Zone.

When the map was created to provide 
the usable map we see today, Stan 
also had a vision to incorporate this 
to promote our designation on crown 
lands. He has given many hours to 
ensure SANS maintains the trails 
throughout the province on managed 
lands in the Wilderness and Park areas 
created by the provincial government. 
He has attended far too many 
meetings to mention in the pursuit of 
designation and maintaining the trails 
we have.

Stan Slack has given greatly of 
his time and has represented 
snowmobilers on committees and 
organizations, provincially, nationally 
and internationally. His passion for 
snowmobiling has done much to 
create and promote the organized, 
developed and active snowmobiling 
community in Nova Scotia. His vision 
built the SANS organization and he 
continues to provide the leadership 
and dynamic vision that leads the 
organization into the future.
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International Snowmobile 
Conference 2018 (ISC)
by Laurie Cranton & Marsha Eddy

We are excited to have been 
selected by the International 
Snowmobile Congress (ISC) 

planning committee to host ISC 2018 
June 13-16, 2018 at The Westin Nova 
Scotia.

SANS hosted the 25th Anniversary of ISC 
in 1993. 2018 is the 50th Anniversary 
of ISC and we are planning to make this 

conference very special and memorable 
for all attendees.

The ISC2018 committee has been 
preparing for ISC2017 June in 
Winnipeg. Promotional material, website 
and registration have been our primary 
focus.

ISC2018 Plans have begun… and 
there is a lot to do. We will be looking 

for volunteers as we get closer to show 
time!!!!

Thank you to all who supported the 
lottery …

Stay Tuned!!!!

If you have any questions 
please contact, either Laurie Cranton at 
lcranton@ns.sympatico.ca or myself 
Marsha at mjeddy@ns.sympatico.ca.

We would like to congratulate the winners of the Big Money Draw
1ST PLACE WINNER

$25,000 - Gord MacDonald 
Cabot Club

2ND PLACE WINNER
$5,000 - Carl Launt 

SLGA

3RD PLACE WINNER
Jamie Rogers 

Hants Snowdusters
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Zone 4 Spring 2017
George Pugsley, Zone 4 VP

Again this year we have had 
a very short season in Zone 
4. Several sledders extended 

their season by trailering to great 
trails in Cape Breton or to other 
provinces. Our Zone 4 Clubs worked 
on trails and grooming equipment 
in anticipation of the arrival of snow. 
Some club meetings had up to 40 
participants. When the snow arrived, it 
provided many challenges. The depth 
made it difficult for many groomers to 
be able to operate. Calls for sledders 
to pack the snow were put out but 
riders experienced difficulties and 
several got stuck. There were over 
20 pages of Groomer Tracking on 
the SPOT information website. Of 

course, some machinery broke down 
but club members quickly completed 
repairs. One Club held a rally even 
though the groomer could not get 
through parts of the trail. It seemed 
like everyone had lots of fun and 
enjoyed the very smooth sections as 
well as the sections that were freshly 
broken out by dedicated and strong 
riders. Other Clubs had to cancel their 
planned Fundraising events. The rising 
temperatures caused the extra deep 
snow to settle into excellent conditions 
for a few days but then turned into 
slush and water holes in the next 
few days. Even with the short season 
in Zone 4 when the snow arrived, 
sledders were out in full force making 

the best of the conditions we had. The 
Groomer Operators put in long hours 
to provide excellent trail conditions for 
all users. I was able to travel on the 
trails of all six Clubs in Zone 4 plus 
a few trails in Zone 2. The new Trail 
Guide, the signage, the businesses 
providing food and fuel, the smooth 
trails and the warming huts and club 
houses made for very enjoyable 
trips. I wish to extend many thanks to 
everyone who contributes to our SANS 
Trail System. In addition, please thank 
the landowners who allow us to travel 
over their properties.

Thank you for riding safe and riding 
responsibly.

Grip-It™ Attack™ Boss™ Gripper™

© 2017 IEM. All Rights Reserved.

INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING & MFG

Woody’s® Twist™ is a 4-season traction 
product for tires, tracks*, & footwear.

*Not intended for snowmobile tracks.

Commit to a life with 
Woody’s® traction 
products because 

trust & reliability are 
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for any terrain.™

OFFICIAL TRACTION SUPPLIER OF

www.WoodysTraction.com                      989.689.4911                       Hope, MI, USA

Get the hookup here
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NSYS NEWS
by Jarrett Crowell

NOVA SCOTIA YOUTH SNOWMOBILERS

Hello fellow snowmobilers, it’s 
Jarrett Crowell from NSYS. I’m 
here to give you a report on our 

annual NSYS youth ride, which took 
place on February 18th and 19th. This 
year, our final destination was Smith 
Rock chalets in Pictou and our staging 
area was Folly Lake. In attendance, there 
were 17 NSYS members and 24 adults.

The day started at 9am when we all met 
at the Fundy Trail Snowmobile Club for a 
safety briefing led by SANS safety 
coordinator, Dave Timmons.

Before we left we were introduced to 
our leader, Floyd Cock and the trail 
wardens. Once we were organized in 
our groups we headed out to North 
Shore Snowmobile club.

There we had lunch provided by Aerotec 
Engines, Guy Mattinson and North 
Shore.

After lunch, our next stop was Nuttby 
warming hut, where Mike McRae and 
company served delicious hot chocolate 
to warm everyone up.

Floyd Cock then brought us to a couple 
of areas where the advanced riders 
could play around in a few drifts; it was 
very fun.

Finally, after a quick break at the 
Dalhousie warming hut, we made it to 
our destination. After settling into our 
rooms we had pizza supplied by 
Adventure Motors. After supper we all 
participated in an icebreaker which Tina 
and Kate Crawford lead, it was one of 
the highlights of our night.

Following the game we built our survival 
kits, which we plan to sell at the local 
youth rally in April. The rest of our night 
was spent sliding on the biggest hill we 
could find and watching snowmobile 
movies until everyone was ready for bed.

The next morning, everyone ate 
breakfast and watched a presentation on 
how to change snowmobile belts and 
what to look for when buying a 
snowmobile by Floyd Cock and Kevin 
Crawford. At the presentation we 
collectively decided to head back via the 
rail bed, so we didn’t have to back track.
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NOVA SCOTIA YOUTH SNOWMOBILERS
After a quick gas up at Irving in 
Tatamagouche…

The group stopped for lunch at Patsy’s 
restaurant in Wentworth and had a great 
meal. Before we made it back to Folly I 
had to make the ride a little more 
exciting with a small accident. Since I 
had all my protective gear on the only 
thing I hurt was my pride. Other than 
that everyone arrived back safe and 
sound at Folly that afternoon, tired but 
happy.

It was a great trip and hopefully gets 
bigger and better in the years to come. 
We would also like to thank our other 
sponsors Full Throttle and Smith Rock 
Chalets, most of all… the biggest shout 
out goes to Carole Fisher and Marsha 
Eddy for organizing this fantastic event 
and making it happen.

 
On the first weekend of March, NSYS 
was represented very well at the Ride for 
Dad, we sold our safety kits and NSYS 
merchandise.

Thanks to everyone who attended and 
supported our fundraiser. From all of 

us at NSYS we hope you had a fun and 
safe winter and we are looking forward 
to next year!!!!

All Youth are welcome!!!! You don’t have 
to be a snowmobiler to join NSYS
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AVRR Club Report
by Tammy Hines

Our large project this year thanks to a successful OHV 
grant and the assistance of the talented Rick Jacques 
is our trail #4. This is an upgrade to approximately 

ten kilometers of trail located west of the Aylesford Road. This 
trail was extremely rocky and had numerous wet areas that 
made it un-groomable and impassable by sleds unless there 
was significant snowfall and freezing. This trail is extremely 
important to us as a by-pass route when logging operations 
are active and links us to Crossburn our neighbor club, gas 
and food; see before and after pictures. We would like to give 
an extra shout out of appreciation to Rick Jacques and to Gary 
Conrad of NGC (our contractor) who went over and above 
the job including some donated time and material. Also, Mitch 
and Wendell Fancy who graciously donated their time and 
equipment to clear some trees in preparation for the excavator, 
Les Dorothy who once again helped with welding and Jeff 
Whitney for his usual moving of equipment. Last but not least to 
Chris Hines who spearheaded the project and used his tractor 
and bush mover at no cost to the club. Without businesses and 
volunteers such as these we would never be able to complete 
these projects even with the grant money. We have many other 
small projects on the go which encompass excavator work, 
bridge work and brushing; the usual season to season.

Trail #4 Trail #4

Left to Right: Cold Work • No Rocks • No Wet Holes • Completed

Wet Holes Trail #4

Noreen Jaques

New Bridge Trail #4 Widened Out

Rick Jaques
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AVRR Ice Drags
by Tammy Hines

AVRR had Ice Drags on Lake 
George for the first time due to 
lack of snow; I’m pleased to say 

it was an excellent turnout! We had one 
of the highest counts of spectators and 
it felt like the coldest day of the year. I’m 
sure our volunteers would agree! We 
had racers from all over Nova Scotia, 
PEI and New Brunswick; making this a 
successful event. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of our racers, 
sponsors, volunteers and spectators, 
without all of you we would not be able 
to hold this event. It is enjoyed by many 
and is a great fundraiser for our club.

On a sad note, the racing community is 
deeply saddened on the sudden passing 
of Blaine James, founder of Seascape 
Racing. We wish to extend our deepest 
Sympathies to the family and racing 
team. His memory will live on in our 
memories and in the hearts of all friends 
and racers.

Blaine James
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Cabot Snowmobile Club
by Cheryl Joseph

Cabot Club is having a good year. 
We have lots of snow and now 
have five groomer operators. Yes, 

that’s five; it makes a big difference. We 
are getting more grooming done thanks 
to all of you! We have been grooming 
the trail to Wreck Cove, many people 
are enjoying that trail and the Wreck 
Cove General Store is getting extra 
business in the off season. It’s still a drag 

(pardon the pun,) to fuel the groomer 
a couple of times a week. We are back 
and forth with heavy diesel cans! We 
are running low on wood for the Pig & 
Whistle. Someone actually stole wood 
for their home perhaps, what a low 
blow. We all know how much work 
goes into this. I sometimes wonder, do 
people appreciate it. We miss Fred Lewis 
this year. He had open heart surgery in 

December. He is recovering well and 
may get a ride in before the snow is 
gone.

We would like to thank a few club 
members for their contributions this year: 
Brilun Construction who paid for a tank 
of groomer fuel, Vernon MacKillop, Stan 
Campbell Paving and Craig MacDonald.

Night grooming The Cabot groomer hard at work.

The Pig & Whistle, burried in snow.
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Looking out my window at the 
bare ground in Troy Cape 
Breton, it’s hard to believe that 

the Highlands still have so much 
now; but fortunately for all of us 
snowmobilers - it’s there! We are 
going to take advantage as long as 
we can.

Once again our club has been 
very fortunate to have wonderful 
volunteers. We had our annual 
fundraiser in December 2016. It was 
a great success and the lucky winner 
Darryl MacQuarrie, won $2,500 in 
cash.

One of the highlights this year was 
that a number of our members 
participated in the fifth annual 
Ride for Dad on March 4th in 
Baddeck. It is such a great event 
to raise money for prostate cancer 
awareness and also to have 130 
plus enthusiastic snowmobilers 
together as one community. It was 

also a great opportunity to see 
some old friends and to make some 
new ones Our particular group 
had seventeen snowmobilers in it 
and we had a blast. I would like to 
congratulate Gus MacAlder (Cape 
Clear Snowmobile Member) who 
was awarded second runner up for 
top fundraising. The Ride for Dad is 
a lot of work and Janet and I have 
had the opportunity to volunteer over 
the last five years. I would like to 
thank Mike and Marsha Eddy for all 
their dedication to this Ride – I don’t 
think people understand the time 
and effort it takes to make this event 
happen.

See you on the trails – hopefully for 
another month!

Cape Clear Snowmobile Club
by Richard Jamieson, President

Darryl MacQuarrie

Gus MacAlder RFD - Thumbs up
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Ceilidh Trails Groomers Association 
was formed from Cape Clear 
Snowmobile Club, Alpine 

Snowmobile Club and The Inverness 
Capers. Up to date, all three clubs have 
been sharing two groomers. These two 
machines were getting old and tired and 
were having a lot of expensive repairs. 
January 2016 I had an idea that I took 
to a meeting. I suggested that we solicit 
local businesses for sponsorships of 

$500 a year for five years for a new 
groomer (which we figured would cost 
over $300,000.) If we could achieve 60 
sponsors that would total $150,000. We 
hoped the other $150,000 would come 
from the government.

We are excited to report that we have 
55 sponsors, $30,000 from Inverness 
County and $50,000 from Community 
Heritage. Our group is very hopeful 
that our Federal Government (ACOA) 

is coming on as well. Our fundraising 
committee, Earl Johnstone, David 
MacLean and myself reached out to 
many local businesses with a great 
response. This is why I want to take 
a moment to thank all of these local 
businesses and to ask everyone to 
support them as they have supported us. 
Their names are on the sponsor board 
which is attached to the drag.

Ceilidh Trails Groomers Association 
March 2017
by Richard Jamieson, Cape Clear Snowmobile Club

Sponsors

Ceilidh Trails Groomers (new groomer far right)
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Chignecto Glooscap Snowmobile Association
Spring 2017
by C.E. (Rick) Harvey

As I sit here writing this report 
in early March, I find myself 
wondering if the past couple of 

seasons are to be considered the global 
warming norm. I most certainly hope 
not because it will become more and 
more difficult to keep people engaged in 
maintaining a network of trails that they 
only get to use for three or four trips a 
season. Superimposed on this situation, 
at least in our neck of the woods is the 
negative impact being projected by the 
proposed increase to trail pass fees for 
the 2017/2018 season. It is the opinion 
of this writer and the vast percentage 
of our association that it is somewhat 
myopic to consider an increase at this 
time given the dismal snow conditions 
of the past couple of winters. If we can’t 
offer the package even if it is through no 

fault of our own, 
we should not 
in our opinion 
be charging 
the price. The 
golden goose is 
looking sick.

However, all is 
not negative, my 
wife and I did 
get out on our 
trails four times 

this past season and that is much better 
than was the case last year.

THE ADVOCATE RITE STOP IN 
ADVOCATE HARBOUR
On one occasion we rode to Advocate 
Harbour and stopped at the Advocate 
Country Store/Rite Stop/Gas Bar and 
Restaurant for lunch. This small privately 
owned business is operated by the 
dynamic husband and wife team of Mike 
and Sarah Berry. Mike and Sarah have 
made many positive improvements to 
this operation since they took over as 
owners about ten years ago, not the 
least of which is the implementation 
of an obvious “customer focused 
approach,” which seems to be paying 
dividends. They enjoy outstanding 
support from the folks in the Advocate 

Harbour area and 
along the Parrsboro 
Shore and they 
reciprocate likewise. 
Mike and Sarah make 
a point of providing 
top notch support to 
all visitors including 
snowmobilers and 
other off road 
enthusiasts, something 
that is very evident 
the moment you 
stumble in the door 
with helmet in hand 
and snowmobile boots 

loaded with snow. On the day of our 
arrival we were ushered into a small 
but ambience pleasing dining room 
by Sarah, an individual who one can 
instantly tell truly loves her work. Her 
gregarious personality and eagerness to 
please ensured that we were feeling at 
home the minute we were seated. She 
then proceeded to rhyme off the menu 
items of the day which included a virtual 
potpourri of choices, including freshly 
baked desserts that had us drooling long 
before she stopped her presentation. 
Eventually my wife decided on one of the 
freshly prepared pizzas, which by the way 
would undoubtedly sway the Dragons 
Den Team into putting up the cash to go 
nationally. Personally I decided to try the 
‘Home Made Chicken Soup’ and it was 
absolutely delicious; freshly made and 
seasoned to an aromatic perfection that 
captured my sensory attention when I first 
opened the door. It was accompanied by 
a large freshly baked homemade crusty 
roll, which only people who truly love to 
bake and cook can produce.

We finished off the meal with some still 
warm and moist “Chocolate Brownie/
Cherry Cheesecake Squares,” a Sarah 
invention that left me wanting more; 
however old arteries can only take so 
much of such outrageous goodness.

To make things even better, the cheque 
arrived detailing a grand total of $16 
for a lunch for two. Needless to say our 
experience could never be replicated in 
the bigger unnamed chain outlets and 
most certainly not for $16.

So if you have the time and weather and 
trails permitting next season, you might 
want to consider taking a ride to the 
Advocate Harbour Rite Stop to say hello 
to Mike and Sarah. I am confident that 
their customer first approach, tasty food 
choices, including outrageous desserts 
will exceed your expectations.

Oh yes, they do sell gas and oil as 
well and at the end of the season when 
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the lower part of the trail becomes 
temperature challenged, they have been 
known to deliver gas, oil and sandwiches 
of choice two or three kilometers back 
on the trail to help save all that wear and 
tear on your toys!

Additionally, Mike and Sarah offer some 
limited accommodations both winter 
and summer and furthermore, if they 
don’t happen to have anything available 
themselves, they are very much aware 
of available options in the area and 
can assist you in finding something 
that meets your needs. You may visit 
the Advocate Country Store/Rite Stop 
on Face book or contact them at (902) 
392-2292, to get a better idea of the 
broad spectrum of needs that they help 
meet on a daily basis.

Above and beyond customer service 
at its finest, no doubt about it!

THE GROOMER REFIT
This past fall under the guidance and 
direction of our groomer coordinator 
Mike Fraser and the invaluable 
assistance of several other club 
members, we carried out an extensive 
overhaul of our 1993 Tucker Sno-Cat.

In what essentially amounted to a 
ground up restoration project, we 
stripped her of everything moveable 
and most immovable parts and pieces 
as well. After all was scraped, sanded, 

buffed and either rebuilt or replaced, a 
new coat of Tucker orange and black 
paint was applied by Ashley Fraser. 
Although we did not get the opportunity 
to log as many hours this past season 
as we would have liked to, with the 
exception of a couple of minor hic-ups 
she performed like a much newer version 
and looked like a million dollars in her 
new suit.

In closing, this is most likely my 
last attempt at writing an article for 
Sno’Trails. In April I will be stepping 
down from the position of President of 
the Chignecto Glooscap Snowmobile 
Association after some nine years 

at the helm. I have always been a 
strong proponent of the younger 
crowd stepping up to the plate and 
taking positions of leadership and I 
am personally glad to see this finally 
coming to fruition. I wish them well and 
I will always be available to provide 
consultation and guidance if needed.

I have despite some challenges enjoyed 
the privilege of working side by side 
with an excellent team and some great 
individuals who never ask for anything 
in return for their hard work and 
dedication, but the chance to ride the 
trails that they have created by their own 
sweat equity. I am not sure that everyone 
involved in the sport of organized 
snowmobiling including those who 
should be, appreciate just how much 
free labour goes into every kilometer of 
trail in our area and indeed the whole 
province. I most certainly plan to keep 
involved in that aspect of snowmobiling.

In Closing, we offer heartfelt thanks 
to our Sponsors, our Municipal and 
Provincial Representatives and the 
Landowners who graciously allow us to 
have fun on their property. I personally 
offer thanks to Martha, Mike and 
Corey for the outstanding support and 
cooperation they have provided me over 
the years.

Harvey Out!
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Cumberland Snowmobile Club
by Greg Morash, President

Hello everyone, I am sitting here 
after another trip away sledding 
with friends, looking at the 

coming weather for the week. It isn’t 
looking that good for the third week 
of March; the story for another season 
where the storms missed us. Then, it 
rained a lot then snowed a lot, then 
rained a lot more and put everything 
in the deep freeze with hope of a snow 
event to come in late March that we 
were still waiting for. So with a short 
season we did manage to get the rally 
in after 100 plus centimeters of snow 
that fell in three days before the event. 
Thank you to the operators that logged 
some long hours to break open the rally 
route. Thank you to all 120 participants 
that came out and enjoyed another day 
on the snow; with a big thank you to the 

volunteers that went above and beyond 
to pull this event off and to our always 
supportive sponsors that help to put this 
together every year.

In keeping with volunteers, we are 
looking for some new faces to help with 
the operation of the club for the coming 
year. We always hear how you would 
like to help out, so here is your chance 
to participate; to find out what it takes to 
send groomers around the network for 
the year and to take part in the running 
of the club business while we plan for the 
future on this, our 50th year anniversary. 
If you think that you are up to the task 
and are willing to put a little extra time 
into the sport, give us a call or drop me 
an email and join the team of doers. 
Speaking of active supporters, Sociables 
is hosting the VIP dinner again this year, 
a big thank you to Brent and the staff 
for their hard work that makes all of 
these events grand. To the members 

that support the club through this fund 
raiser, thank you. We hope you enjoy 
the night of good food and the stories 
of your sledding adventures with friends. 
In closing I would like to thank Brian 
and Tiffany who took on the canteen this 
season; who might have put in maybe 
three weekends. Thank you both for the 
effort, it is hard to be motivated when 
mother nature takes the wind out of your 
sails. We hope you are available for next 
season.

Please follow us on the web page, 
Facebook and our email mail-outs for 
the coming summer and fall events. 
Thank you all!

gmorash@provincialequipment.com

Lots of deep snow near Springhill after Snowmageddon

Heading to the Cumberland Rally 
on Feb18 from Amherst

Amherst groomer on 
the 104 near Truemanville

Trail Grooming

Cumberland members in Gaspe on tour, 
gotta go find the snow again this year!
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Dalhousie Mountain Snowmobile Club
by Reg Crewe, Past President

Well, another short season 
but we still groomed over 
220 hours. Big thanks to our 

groomer operators and maintenance 
crew. The club is so lucky to have such 
a core group of capable, devoted and 
generous members.

Our fleet of two Lamtrac 4000 
Groomers and two Mogul Master 18-08 
drags makes us completely standardized.

The club purchased a second drag and 
had it completely overhauled and all 
our operators comment on the ease 
with which the groomers and drags 
handle our trails. The Lamtracs have 
been the most suited groomer for our 
terrain because with four separate tracks 
it makes it the most maneuverable 
machine in our hilly and tight trails.

We did accomplish a large amount of 
brush cutting on the rail bed last fall. We 
applied through the SANS Small Grant 
program in conjunction with the Pictou 
County Trails Association (PCTA,) as an 
approved trail group, to receive two 
grants and take advantage of decreased 
costs due to movement of machinery 
and better pricing for a larger contract.

The club received grants from the 
PCTA and Pictou County Capital Grant 
program for maintenance to our Lamtrac 
Groomer. We have been gradually 
replacing the drive, tracks and cleats 

on our oldest Lamtrac and completed 
Phase 1, front tracks last year and have 
used this funding, as well as club funds 
to replace all the drive parts on the 
rear tracks this year. We hope to obtain 
funding and raise enough monies to 
purchase and replace the actual tracks 
and cleats on the rear drive system 
before next season.

We also received funding to transport 
several MacDonald Bridge Panels to 
our area. These will be used for various 
bridge replacement projects on our 
trail system. They have been perfect 
for replacement of old bridges where 
necessary and compliant.

Last fall we lost one of our very 
dedicated members and supporters, Ivan 
Cock. He was well known throughout 
the province for his love of the sport and 
he will be sadly missed by our club and 
the entire snowmobiling community. We 
are holding a golf tournament and plan 

to name a portion of trail close to the 
family cabin in Ivan’s honor this coming 
year; will post details on our website and 
Facebook Page.

We encourage all clubs and members 
to continue to preach our permit 
enforcement policies and try to engage 
the authorities as much as possible to 
patrol the trails and enforce the permit 
rules. The number one priority for 
snowmobilers in NS is safe groomed 
trails. We need the grooming to provide 
this and it is funded by permit sales.

We would like to thank our landowners, 
business partners and volunteers for 
their continued support. Our thanks to 
everyone who has contributed to our 
club’s success and we would like to take 
this opportunity to wish everyone a great 
summer!

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTIVE BUSINESSES AND FUNDING GROUPS
NS Health and Wellness

The 2 Boys Smokehouse & Deli
Active Pictou County Trails

Kevin Langille Logging and Contracting
DNR – Off Highway  

Vehicle Infrastructure Fund
Adventure Motors

C & G Yorke Construction Ltd.

Sobeys
Hardy’s Precision Auto Body & Collision

RMS Energy
All our Incredible Volunteers!
MacGregor’s Industrial Group

GLD Construction
George Chisholm Wood Products

SANS Small Project Grant Program

Proudfoot Motors
Gerald Battist Trucking Ltd.

DF Miller Logging
Maritime Auto Supply

John Ross and Sons Ltd.
DeHaan Properties Ltd

All our generous Landowners!

Please visit our website and Facebook page for up-to-date club information and groomer SPOT tracks
www.dalhousiemountainsnowmobileclub.ca
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Adventure Motors
New Glasgow

www.adventuremotors.com/
1 (888) 830-1640

Cobequid Mountain Sports
Collingwood Corner
www.cobmtn.ca/
(902) 686-3218

Full Throttle Powersports
Dartmouth

www.fullthrottlepowersports.net/
 (902) 435-0307

Gord’s Sports Centre
Sydney

www.gordsracing.com/
(902) 539-4673

Go Power Sports
New Minas

www.gopowersports.ca/
1 (855) 681-3382
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Fundy Trail 
Snowmobile Club
by Craig Cameron, President

It’s hard to believe our 2016/2017 
sledding season has come to an end. 
Although it looked like it was going 

to be a great season with early snow for 
grooming before Christmas, January 
was a disappointment for the most part, 
with February and part of March looking 
better.

Fundy Trail club volunteers worked many 
weekends on the clubhouse expansion.

Before & After

Funding from ACOA, Municipality of the 
County of Colchester, Recreation Facility 
Development, Fundy Trail Snowmobile 
Club, Business Sponsors and our 
volunteers who donated over 450 hours 
of time made this project dream a reality. 
Thank you to all. It is appreciated by so 
many.

We were excited to have our 
membership and permit sales increase 
as well as the attendance at our monthly 
meetings.

Our MLA Karen Casey presented us 
with a congratulatory certificate from the 
province of Nova Scotia in recognition 
of our recent accomplishments.

Dad’s Hut acquired a number of 
business sponsors this season.

Our fundraisers this season included our 
annual auction, 10 week 50/50 lottery 
and Big Money Lottery.

EVENTS: 
Member Christmas Dinner and New 
Year’s Eve Dance. Our Rally, multi-club 
rally and Radar Runs were cancelled.

TRAILS:

Plenty of washouts this season - this one 
on the 104 was fixed.

GROOMER:


