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The winter of cancellations, what 
more can I say. With only two to 
three weeks of riding most clubs 

were coming to a stop before they were 
up and running. In my 45 years of 
snowmobiling I do not remember a year 
of so little snow. It was not just Nova 
Scotia but most of the North American 
snow belt that were suffering from a 
lack of snow. I was very disappointed 
when after considerable planning the 
President’s Ride where we take the 
bureaucrats out for a day on our trails 
had to be cancelled. I was really looking 
forward to highlighting our Annapolis 
Valley Trails. However, SANS still 
operates as normal snow or no snow 
pursuing our interests as trail builders 
and users. 

I particularly enjoy 
meeting with and 
working with our other 
motorized trail users in 
ATVANS and NSORRA. 
We all operate under 
the same Nova Scotia 
off Highway Vehicle Act. 
We along with ATVANS 
share and maintain 
many of the same trails. 
It is just good sense 
that we co-operate on 
the maintenance and 
operations of these 
trails.

It is very unfortunate that 
in this short season we 
had two snowmobiling 
fatalities in our province. 
I ask all snowmobilers to 
hopefully learn a lesson 
from these unfortunate 
incidents and always 
keep safety foremost in 
our minds as we ride. 
We have to lookout for 
each other and look 
after each other so 
that we can continue 
to enjoy our trails and 

remember to never ride alone. 

Trail pass sales continued to be strong 
this year and I want to thank the many 
club volunteers that manage the permit 
process. I know it is a time consuming 
process that requires precise controls 
and a team effort by all involved. Once 
again Thank-You. I also want to thank 
Reg Crewe and Martha Dunlop for their 
work on the SANS end of the permit 
process.

SANS very back bone is its volunteers. 
The committee organizing the 
International Snowmobile Congress 
2018, co-chaired by Laurie Cranton 
and Marsha Eddy have been working 
diligently toward making this a huge 
success. Although it is still two years 
away there is a great deal of preparatory 

work. Look forward to hearing more 
from them in days to come. 

Ride for Dad (although the ride itself was 
cancelled,) was still an overwhelming 
success; with over $27,000 dollars being 
raised for prostate cancer research. 
Under the leadership of co-chairs Mike 
Eddy and Cheryl Joseph, they laboured 
under unbelievable conditions this year 
in deciding not only to go ahead with the 
event but in making it the success.it was. 
They have so much to be proud of. 

As your president I will be working 
on behalf of all snowmobilers for the 
betterment of our sport. I thank-you for 
the opportunity to do so.

Respectfully submitted:  
Pat Burke President, SANS 

Presidents Report Spring 2015
Pat Burke, President, SANS
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RESPECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
IS IMPORTANT TO US!

Occasionally our membership list is made available 
to reputable companies and organizations whose 
products and services may interest you. If you prefer 
to not have your name made available, contact us by 
mail or email at info@snowmobilersns.com

FRONT COVER
Future club members and youth volunteers Braden 
MacDonald, Seamus MacDonald,Patrick Holder, Callum 
MacDonald, Harrison MacFadyen and Kyle Holder lend 
helping hands on the trail.

FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR
I had a blast at the Ride for Dad this year! What a great turnout 
despite the lack of snow! I loved that 99 people didn’t alter 
their plans and continued on to Baddeck to support this very 
worthwhile cause. Our volunteers are the heart and soul of 
this event; we couldn’t do it without them. Unfortunately, we 
had to cancel the very popular lunch hosted by the Margaree 
Highlanders and still people came. There were many donations 
given by local establishments and clubs as door prizes. A group 
of ladies from the area donated a beautiful quilt as a fund 
raiser for The Ride. It was evident that many hours had been 
spent putting the material together in blocks and then quilting 
it. The raffle tickets were sold, over $500 raised and a winner 
declared at the banquet. Thank you to the quilters, this generous 
donation was a big surprise and very much appreciated! Another 
unexpected raffle donation came from Jack Ronalds. Jack, who 
is a photographer donated a beautifully framed photo of a 
winter scene. Thank you Jack! If you were unable to attend this 
year, please join us next year for a fabulous time! Have a great 
summer everyone!

General Manager’s Report
Mike Eddy, General Manager, SANS

It is interesting that I am writing this 
article just after a spring snow during a 
strange winter to say the least! We saw 

early snow this past season with one of 
our member’s texting pictures to us at a 
Board Meeting on November 8th of him 
and his granddaughter snowmobiling in 
the Highlands! Marsha and I celebrated 
New Year’s in the Highlands as well with 
good friends since there was snow and 
we wanted to be on the snow in the New 
Year. Then the season went weird all 
over.

Although there was snow in all zones 
at various times we did not have the 
consistency we expect from normal 
winters. The weather folks say it 
was “El Nino” but whatever it is we 
snowmobiler’s do not like it. We certainly 
made the best of what was available 
here and nearby as many took trips 
away to put their sleds to good use. 
Maine, New Brunswick, Newfoundland 
and Quebec were beneficiaries this 
past season of our lack of snow. This 
is interesting because last year we had 
visitors from Ontario and Quebec 
coming here as they had a lack of snow 
for much of the season. Needless to say 
we are a flexible bunch and are willing 
to do whatever it takes to find a place to 
use the sleds.

The good news this year is that most 
of the 21 clubs were spending their 
time upgrading trails, building bridges, 
changing bridge decking, adding 
signage and bush cutting trails. These 
improvements were made during the low 
snow season and will help in the future. 
We also saw a lot of enforcement on the 
trails this year as Conservation Officers 
and the RCMP set up many checkpoints. 
This was nice to see after all the noise 
we made about the noticeable lack of 
enforcement. Let’s hope they are as 
active next year.

It is an interesting fact that the biggest 
segment of increased snowmobile sales 
across the Maritimes are the long track 
sleds and mountain segment. This is 

true in other jurisdictions as well and we 
need to prepare for adding areas where 
“backcountry” off trail experiences can 
take place. This means we need to find 
areas and seek landowner permission 
as well as advertise these locations to 
riders looking for the experience. In 
this issue you will see a photo of Bailey 
Dunphy of NSYS catching some air in 
a backcountry area. Please note that 
“Catching Air” is not appropriate or safe 
on the trails!!!

SANS held our 4th Annual Snowmobile 
Ride for Dad on March 5th but 
surprisingly we had to cancel the ride 
portion of the event. It was a very 
stressful time for the organizers as this 
was a tough call. Holding fast to the first 
Saturday of March was more important 
than rescheduling and interfering 
with the plans people had made. We 
planned to hold the party anyway and 
were impressed that 99 participants still 
showed up! We raised over $27,000 for 
the research and awareness of prostate 
cancer! The snow on Friday meant there 
was snow for those who still brought 
sleds and since we are optimistic most 
of us had a great day or two of riding! 
A great big thank you goes out to the 
committee coordinators on behalf of Co-
Chair Cheryl Joseph and myself! We also 
want to thank the generous sponsors 
and participants for their continued 
support with a special shout out to the 
many snowmobile clubs who donated 
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cash and door prizes to the event!!!! 
Mark your calendar for next year (snow 
guaranteed) March 4, 2017 for our 5th 
Annual Ride for Dad.

A special thank you goes out to Earl 
Johnson of the Cape Clear Snowmobile 
Club who generously donated a 1974 
Skidoo TNT which through ticket sales 
brought in over $2,900.00! The winner 
was Dave Snook from the Fundy Trail 
Snowmobile Club. Dave was also very 
generous and gave the sled back to 
us so we held an auction that was very 
exciting. Floyd Cock was the successful 
bidder and the sled brought in close to 
$4,000.00 once we added the auction 
to the ticket sales!! Thank you to Dave 

Snook and Floyd as this was a highlight 
of our evening.

The SANS Office is closing at the end 
of April and Martha and I will become 
work from home employees. Our 
address, phone and fax numbers will not 
change for we are still going to be part 
of the Sport Nova Scotia family. Closing 
the office will allow for a reduction in 
expenses and given we have little to no 
walk-in traffic it makes sense to make 
this move at this time. Our storage room 
will remain at Sport Nova Scotia for the 
time being.

On a personal note I am coming up to 
my 4th anniversary with SANS as the 
General Manager and must say that the 

business of snowmobiling is not near as 
much fun as sledding but I am having 
fun with the business challenges. I must 
like it as I just signed on for another 5 ½ 
years. There are many things to do and 
I plan to work to see these completed 
before moving on to retirement.

In closing I want to thank everyone for 
their continued efforts to improve our 
trail system and hope to see you all at 
the Snow Show, Learning Symposium, 
NSYS Fall Workshop and SANS Awards 
Banquet on November 12, 2016 at the 
Best Western Glengarry Hotel in Truro.

Take care and best wishes for a safe and 
enjoyable summer! 

PRIZE STRUCTURE $100,000 total gross take in sales

33% Income goes to Prize Structure

1st Place $ 25,000.00 Cash Prize

2nd Place $ 5,000.00 Cash Prize 

3rd Prise $ 3,000.00 Travel Voucher

Total Prize Structure Cost $ 33,000.00

Income for Clubs $ 33,000.00

Income SANS (ISC Committee) $ 33,000.00

Balance $ 1,000.00 Seller of Winning Ticket

SANS is holding a lottery as a fundraiser to help us host the International Snowmobile Congress in 2018. We want to put on 
a classy event to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the ISC and this lottery will help us achieve that goal. The lottery is straight 
forward and has the benefit of helping the clubs raise funds as well. The tickets will be circulated through the Zone meetings 
and we are giving each participating club 25 tickets as a start to get the process moving ahead. The prize structure is as 
follows:

SANS Lottery
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We live in Zone 2 and we are 
lucky to have choices when the 
snow leaves us high and dry in 

mainland NS. 

Day tripping at home usually begins 
with a phone call about meeting in 
the morning at 7AM to go sledding in 
Zone 1, Cape Breton Highlands. The 
“Highlands” usually have snow when 
most of the province has less than 
favourable conditions.

I arrived at Glen DeCoste’s house the 
next morning with a Tim’s coffee and 
put my sled in the trailer and headed to 
the Big Stop for breakfast. Next stop was 
the water tower in Whycocomagh where 
we unloaded and set off on the trail at 
10AM. The trails were in good condition; 
we crossed Black Brook heading around 
Gairlock Mountain.

We then popped out on the NS104 trail 
and on to the NS105 to Margaree and 
fueled at Ingram’s. After fueling up, we 
headed on 801 Trail to the 105 and 
then the Salmon Lodge for lunch at 1PM.

We left the Salmon Lodge, Big Intervale, 
Margaree Valley and headed out on 
the 905 to Rocky Brook and the NS105 
Trail which took us to Park Spur and the 
Barrens.

Lots of sunshine and good snow 
conditions made crossing the Barrens an 

easy task and on 
our way we spotted 
a partridge. Soon, 
we encountered 
drifts from three to 
five feet high and 
continued on to the 
Dorion Road. 

Proceeding on we 
passed a large 
coyote on the upper 
MacMillan Dam to 
Kelly and Marianne 
Road. These trail roads were groomed and 
made a nice restful drive.

As we entered the MacKenzie Loop 
portion of the trail, a very large moose 
crossed the trail about 100 feet in front 
of us. It is now 5PM and gas is getting 
low so we headed to Middle River and 
to a couple of side 
trails to mix up the 
ride. We added gas 
to one of the sleds, 
had a snack and hit 
the trail to Gairloch 
Mountain and with 
only two miles left 
back to the truck 
we added gas to 
the other sled. It is 
always a good rule 
to carry extra fuel.

In total we saw one partridge, two 
rabbits, one coyote, and a large 
moose…just a typical day in the Cape 
Breton Highlands.

For a great day out in our own province, 
the Highlands is a great place to sled 
and is about half the price of sledding 
out-of-province.

Day Sledding in Zone 1
Story by Floyd Cock

Reaching for High Quality 
Printing Standards?

That’s easy!

2688 Robie Street, Halifax NS, Canada B3K 4N8
902-453-4511

sales@halprint.com www.halcraftprinters.com
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The snowmobile trails in Northern 
New Brunswick stretch around four 
cities, one peninsula, beautiful 

bays and some of the planet’s oldest 
mountains. A network of volunteers 
from over 50 local snowmobile clubs 
groom and maintain the trails for the 
enjoyment of sledders from near and 
far. With an average annual snowfall of 
well over 300 centimeters and colder 
temperatures, the winter season lasts 
until mid April in some areas.

Each region offers all the necessary 
amenities to ensure that snowmobilers 
have access to whatever they 
need. Signage is an integral part 
of the experience. Many of the 
accommodations partners and other 
services are accessible from the trails.

If you’re entering the province from the 
south, Miramichi is a gateway to the 
Northern NB Odyssey loop. Known for 
its hospitality, you’re sure to meet friendly 
folk out on the trails. Local clubs host 
fundraising events throughout the winter, 
smelt fries are a local favorite. Spend 
your first night at a five star hotel and 
enjoy a hearty breakfast before hitting 
the trails.

It’s on to the northeast boasting huge 
amounts of snow, breathtaking scenery 
and trails that wind through the woods 
and alongside the ocean. Whether 

you’re a nature 
lover or looking for 
cool sensations, you 
will be amazed by 
what the Acadian 
Peninsula has to 
offer. Discover the 
Acadian hospitality 
at a local restaurant 
and end your 
day in one of our 
heartwarming 
cottages or hotel 
rooms. When 
you discover the 
Acadian Peninsula 
and its winter activities, you will adopt it.

The next stop is Bathurst, the 
“Snowmobile Capital of Atlantic 
Canada.” With an average winter 
temperature of -5.2 degrees Celsius and 
an average of 400 centimeters of snow, 
Bathurst has developed a reputation 
of providing outstanding service to 
snowmobilers along exciting straight-
aways and beautiful scenic trails. Friendly 
bilingual service, topnotch lodging and 
food and all the snowmobiler’s needs 
and comforts are found in Bathurst.

Set along the renowned Restigouche 
River and surrounded by the 
Appalachian Mountain Range, your 
Campbellton experience is guaranteed 
to be the start of something special. 

The trails are a 
true gem in the 
snowmobile circuit 
with quick access 
to the Gaspésie 
region of Quebec. 
We boast some of 
Eastern Canada’s 
best snowmobile 
trails with nearby 
accommodations 
and attractions 
which make 
our area a 
snowmobiling 

destination not to miss! Everyone is 
guaranteed to feel the charm of our 
natural beauty!

Located in the northwest corner of New 
Brunswick, Edmundston is situated in a 
valley surrounded by incredible nature; 
you will find amazing snowmobile trails, 
with breathtaking scenery. Make sure to 
take time and taste our local meal “the 
ploye” available in several restaurants of 
the region. Hotels are accessible from 
the snowmobile trails and will charm you 
with their warm welcome. The bars and 
restaurants offer musical entertainment 
and great food, along with legendary 
hospitality. Edmundston thrives with 
cultural, sports and relaxing activities all 
winter long.

Of course you can start your northern 
New Brunswick odyssey from any of the 
hubs mentioned above. Whether it’s for 
a weekend getaway or a 7-10 day trek, 
our website (www.northernbodyssey.
ca) has all the resources you’ll need 
to plan your excursion. There are links 
to our accommodation partners and a 
downloaded trail map. For information 
on trail permits go to the Federation 
of New Brunswick Snowmobile Club 
website www.nbfsc.com. We look 
forward to seeing you on the trails!

The Northern New Brunswick Odyssey 
More than 1,500 km of trails… THAT’S COOL!
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Simulated Snowmobile Rescue, 
AVRR Snowmobile Club

The pleasure of enjoying the 
winter outdoors is ever increasing 
through the popularity of 

snowmobiling. With this growing 
increase of traffic; snowmobile clubs 
are taking an even more serious view 
to improving safety within the sport. 
The need to develop a series of rescue 
protocols with various agencies whose 
assistance would be required in the 
event of an accident on the trail is an 
important step in promoting safety. 

In an effort to determine these 
protocols, the Annapolis Valley Ridge 

Runners took the initiative within their 
area to organize a meeting of all 
agencies that would be called upon 
to provide assistance in the event of 
a medical need arising on their trails. 
The meeting discussed the collective 
interaction of all agencies to work 
together to respond to such an event. 

The meeting took place on February 
4, 2016 and included: Volunteer 
Fire Departments from Kentville, 
Canning and Watertown; Emergency 
Management Office; Valley Search 
and Rescue; RCMP; Ministry of the 

Environment; and, Emergency Health 
Services.

All attendees recognized the need for 
a simulated rescue scenario that would 
combine the collective efforts and skills. 
The date selected for the simulation was 
February 20, 2016 and the exercise 
would take place on one of the club’s 
trails. 

The simulation would include two 
training “dummies,” each with distinct 
injuries. The objective would be for the 
rescue agencies to stabilize and treat 
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the injuries and transport to the nearest 
public medical facility.

The exercise commenced at 
approximately 10:00 am with the 
arrival of Volunteer Fire Department 
members and their equipment from 
Canning and Kentville and the Valley 
Search and Rescue. Their first mission 
was to evaluate the two injured subjects 
and commence first aid treatments to 

stabilize the injuries. Once that was 
accomplished, both injured parties were 
placed in rescue stretcher baskets and 
transported out to the access road.

A wrap-up debriefing session was 
conducted with the general consensus 
being that the exercise was a great 
success. All the agency members 
attending the scene worked extremely 
well together treating the injured and 

providing transport. The equipment 
used by the various agencies proved 
very effective in transporting the injured. 

Pictures and info courtesy of Paul 
MacGrath, Safety Officer AVRR

A special thank you to AVRR’s Andrew 
and Jay Johnson and all Fire and 
Rescue services involved.
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For the most part what the Trails Committee deals with happens prior to the first snowfall in preparation for the riding season. I will 
not dwell on this past winter but would like to take this opportunity to introduce the SANS Trails Committee members along with 
some of its responsibilities. The Trails Committee currently consists of the following members; Zone 1 - John Austin, Zone 2 - 

Floyd Cock, Zone 3 - Jeff Swinamer, Zone 4 - George Pugsley, Trails Coordinator - Corey Robar and Committee Chair - Stan Slack. 
The Trails Committee uses the SANS Trails Strategy (http://www.snowmobilersns.com/filemanager/files/SANS-TRAIL-STRATEGY.pdf) 
as their guiding principle and in conjunction with the SANS Executive and Board of Directors insure that the SANS Trails Strategy is 
current and moving forward.
Much of the committee’s time is involved with the OHVIF SANS Small Grant fund. Committee members review the initial applications 
and recommend their approval with a majority vote after all requirements are met, then on completion of the projects the committee 
reviews all the project completion documentation and approve the final project payment. For anyone not familiar with the small 
grant program, the Off Highway Infrastructure Fund provides SANS with funds that can be used throughout the year for smaller trail 
infrastructure projects that meet the OHVIF guidelines. Clubs and Trail Groups that provide snowmobile trails can receive 50% of a 
total project cost up to a maximum of $5,000.00 that is contributed from the SANS Small Grants fund. Snowmobile Clubs can also 
extend this to their local trail community groups that provide snowmobile trails providing they meet all the necessary requirements. 
More information and applications can be found at the following link http://www.snowmobilersns.com/nova-scotia/clubhouse/
forms/
Also in this Sno Trails publication you will find a copy of the successful OHVIF SANS Small grants in 2015 totaling $63,650 of the 
$75,000 available in that year. You can also find a full summary report on the OHVIF from 2006 to 2013 at the following link.  
http://novascotia.ca/natr/ohv/pdf/OHV-Funding-Summary.pdf

Group Project Project Cost Requested Funded
Chignecto Bush Cutting existing trails #30A, 33 $10,880.00  $5,000.00  $5,000.00 

Cape Clear To clear brush and ditching to promote safer trails; Trail 104 approx 26 KM $10,637.50  $5,000.00  $5,000.00 

Chignecto Repair, replace and update more than 200 signs over 300 Kms. $6,900.00  $3,400.00  $3,400.00 

The Cabot Replace snowmobile bridge decking. curb & rail to accommodate a groomer;  $11,125.00  $5,000.00  $5,000.00  
 connecting Timberlake West to Cathy Rd.

Cumberland Upgrade 2 drainage culverts, repair 0.5km of trail with shale $23,000.00  $5,000.00  $5,000.00 

Fundy Improve signage to address safety concerns $5,828.96  $2,868.98  $2,868.98 

Tidnish Crossroads & Area  Clean and repair 2 culverts-Long Lake trail, drain watrer holes Ship Railway.  $11,000.00  $5,000.00  $5,000.00 
 Level 2KM of trail. Brush cutting and clearing of #366. 

AVRR To replace, renew and upgrade signage on AVRR’s trails $9,019.20  $4,509.60  $4,509.60 

Crossburn Upgrades to the Squirreltown bridge to ensure the safe use by groomers, requires box in $3,293.88  $1,646.94  $1,646.94 
 the I-Beam on the bridge. 

Fundy Re-Top renew curb on bridge trail 104 $3,565.79  $1,731.79  $1,731.79 

Pictou Repair existing trail to by-pass the 104 to avert problems with 4x4 truck travel on the trail. $10,672.00  $5,000.00  $5,000.00 

Route 6 Signs to be installed on Route 6 trail $5,000.00  $1,767.10  $1,767.10 

SLTGA Widen trail, remove old bridge structure, dispose of of materials, clean up site, prep for new signage. $4,060.00  $4,060.00  $2,030.00 

North Shore Widen the 104 trail for 2km by 20 ‘ $10,800.00  $5,000.00  $5,000.00 

Crowdis Emergency repair on routes 780 & 760 in the Big Baddeck area; culverts, rerpair road erosion,  $10,059.00  $5,000.00  $5,000.00 
 install deflector post for groomer safety. 

Margaree Renew trail Signage $7,106.00  $3,545.00  $3,545.00 

Crossburn Repair/level damaged trail 50 (200’)remove rocks and level 300’ section of trail 4B (includes 2 cluverts.) $4,323.00  $2,161.50  $2,151.50

TOTAL $63,650.91

Trails Committee Report
Chair, Stan Slack
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NOVA SCOTIA YOUTH SNOWMOBILERS

Here we are in Mid March…2016 turned out to be a bit 
of a disappointment for us the youth coordinators. At our 
Fall Workshop, NSYS decided our winter ride would be an 

overnight venture.
We made plans that included our ride in an area new to most 
of us, overnight stay at Smith Rock chalets on the trail, arranged 
meals and guest speakers. But Mother Nature didn’t co-operate, 
so we had to cancel.
We are excited to share good news… our youth group continues 
to grow.
If you are interested in joining us you can find our application 
form at http://www.snowmobilersns.com/ under the news tab and 
click on NSYS logo.
We are planning another event for the spring…
NSYS would like to take this opportunity to thank Christine Bell - 
Full Throttle, for becoming a sponsor supporting NSYS. It is very much appreciated and helps us with our future events/activities.
NSYS fundraising started at our Fall Workshop and finished at Snowmobile Ride for Dad. The winner of our clock donated by Larry 
Hunter Sign Design was Clad Cock. The ticket was sold by his niece Katryn Crawford.
Thank you to all who support us by purchasing your ticket!!!
In January, NSYS arranged for a 2nd annual Snowmobile Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) hosted at Fundy Trail Snowmobile Club. We 

had 12 youth and 14 
adults in attendance.
Olivia Pugsley, her 
sisters Payton & 
Madyson (bright green 
helmet) members of 
NSYS successfully 
completed the SOHV 
course.
We asked our youth 
members to provide 
us with a story of their 
favorite snowmobile 
ride this winter…

NSYS 2015 Fall
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Submitted by Bailey Dunphy:
It was a good year for riding while we had the snow I love riding 
with my friends and family. That’s what makes the sport so fun and 
of course the drifts and the carving but all in all I had a good year.
Submitted by Kaitlyn Randall:
My favorite snowmobile ride was this March break in 
Newfoundland. We put on a total of 372 km this particular day! 
It was a great day to say the least. We started out in Beaver 
Pond, (halfway between Corner Brook and Gallants) then rode 
behind Marble Mountain and into Steady Brook to get fuel for 
the day. The scenery was beautiful. We then headed to Pasadena, 
and met up with some of our local friends who were going to 
be our tour guides for the day. Next we rode to Deer Lake, and 
then proceeded to Lomond (with a few stops along the way to 
play in the mountains.) We got to visit the sink hole which was 
awesome, and beautiful from inside. We then rode to Wiltondale, 
continued to get some supper in Bonne Bay. We stopped at 
several warming huts this day including the shiver shack and camp 
chill out. We arrived home at nearly 11 pm, it was a full day of 
riding! This is my overall favorite snowmobile ride because I spent 
it with awesome friends and enjoyed the amazing scenery of 
Newfoundland.
Submitted by Jett & Jarrett Crowell:
Jett and I have been on some very cool snowmobile trips and 
rides over the years but this winter we had the chance to go over 
to Newfoundland. Because the lack of snow in Nova Scotia we 
knew we wanted to go somewhere where we could get some 
riding in and Newfoundland happened to have enough snow to 
do just that. It was a blast and we had quite a few memorable 
experiences. We also had the chance to go with two very 
experienced local riders while we were up there in Lewis Hills. 
They taught us a lot and showed us what can be done on a 
snowmobile.
One day we were able to travel 370km and a total of thirteen and 
half hours. It was a long and cold day but was fun and the trails 
were great. On that day we were able to stop and pass by very 
interesting and cool scenery.

NOVA SCOTIA YOUTH SNOWMOBILERS

NOTE: This picture is an example of back country riding  
not to be done on a trail.
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NOVA SCOTIA YOUTH SNOWMOBILERS

One of the places was called the sink hole and you got to 
climb down a cliff with a rope, at the bottom was a big frozen 
waterfall and was cool to see. That’s us at the bottom….
We also got to pass by the ski resort “Marble Mountain” and 
that was awesome!
Another cool thing we noticed is how much the community 
and businesses welcomed snowmobilers. There was even a 
place in Corner Brook where you were able to snowmobile to a 
snowmobile dealership.
That stands as Jett’s and my favorite trip. Glad we got the 
chance to go.



12 Volume 21, Issue 2

Submitted by Isaac Brushett:
I am new to NSYS and spent my March break having fun in the Highlands on great trails with my family!!!
Submitted by Jamin Atkinson:
Sadly my snowmobiling season was pretty short this year. I did get out a few times with my family. This picture is me at my 4H 
club rally. For my public speaking competition, I chose to talk about NSYS. I had fun talking about our youth group and I believe 
everyone there enjoyed my speech. I am hoping some youth from my 4H club will join our growing NSYS group.
Thank you NSYS for all your submissions….Marsha Eddy, Carole Fisher & Stan Slack!!!!
Have a Safe & Fun Summer!!!

Every pilot needs a Navigator™ - Woody’s® Navigator™ Ski Protector is exactly 
that, an accessory that will protect your Pilot ski from wear. While protecting your ski 
it will also help reduce darting. The Navigator™ works with any single Pilot runner in 
the market that has a host bar up to 1/2 inch.

International Engineering & Mfg., Inc. • 6054 N. Meridian Rd. • Hope, MI 48628 • 989-689-4911  
Email: woodys@wiem.com • www.WoodysTraction.com  •  © IEM 2015. All rights reserved. 

Contact your local dealer and 
order Woody’s Navigator™ today! 

* Patent Pending
Official traction supplier of
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Entertainment was provided by Peter MacInnis~ Soft drinks & Snacks also provided

ALPINE’S TRAIL SUPPORTERS

 Vernon D’eon Fishing Supplies Zutphen Contractors
 Mabou River Inn B. Moran Enterprises
 Enterprise Shippigan Ltd. Al Tobey Construction
 Hill Top Electrical D.F. Beaton Services
 Spartin Marine Supplies Ceilidh Fishermen’s Co-op Ltd.
 Connors Office Supplies Sandiannies Bakery
 B&N Distributors Island View Beauty Salon
 Breton Petroleum East Coast Credit Union
 Global Fuels Agency Seaside Fuels & Convience
 Strait Supplies Ltd Mabou Fresh Mart
 Port Hood Co-op Ltd Albert J. MacDonald Construction
 North End Building Supplies Archies Esso

Alpine Auction
Silent, & Open Auction

Was April 1, 2016
PortHood Fire Hall, after Chase the Ace

ZONE REPORT

My report will be much like the 
snowmobile season:  
SHORT.

We were late getting started. The weather 
made it difficult to get many trails open; 
rain and beavers created many wet areas, 
then heavy wet snow caused smaller trees 
to block several trails. Logging operations 
and other plowed roads created some 
obstacles for riders.

Most Clubs had activities planned 
as part of their fundraising attempts. 
These included rallies, suppers, wing 
nights, a scallops and fry’s dinner, 
curling bonspiels and other events. 
Unfortunately, many events have been 
cancelled.

However, when the groomers did get 
out, the operators did a fantastic job. 

Trails were in excellent condition to 
a Soup Supper in Port Greville. The 
operators of the new Amherst Groomer 
did a great job and the trail to the 
Amherst Golf Club was popular for 
the short time it could be used. Trails 
in the Cobequid Mountains were very 
smooth when the snow conditions 
made grooming possible. At first, there 
was very little snow and it would not 
pack because it was only powder. This 
frustrated many people; then grooming 
conditions improved and we had lots 
of activity. One day I saw 29 pages 
of recorded groomer activity on the 
SPOT website for ZONE 4 only. Right 
after establishing some of the best 
trail conditions we have seen in recent 
years, the warm temperatures and rain 
destroyed it all.

The RCMP set up some check points at 
various locations. News reports indicated 
some charges were laid for various 
offences. This should be a reminder 
to all riders to have their trail permits, 
insurance and license, to be riding Safely 
and Sober and to be riding where we are 
allowed to be. A few incidents at some 
of the Warming Huts indicate that certain 
individuals could and should alter their 
behaviour. We have been told many 
more check points were planned if the 
winter had continued.

The work never seems to end. There will 
be much more to do before next winter. 
We can only hope that next winter is 
much better for us. 

Zone 4 Report
George Pugsley, Zone 4VP
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Well we didn’t have the best 
snow year on record but we 
did have some good trips in 

the Cape Breton Highlands; although 
‘the end is near’ much too early! We 
were fortunate with our groomer; no 
major mechanical problems. There is 
always a lot of regular maintenance 
regardless.

We had a few cords of wood donated to 
our club for the Pig & Whistle this year 
by Eskasoni. This was much appreciated. 
The wood was aged so it was easier to 
light. We did go through a lot of wood 
this year. A couple of times we received 
donations from people who dropped 
into the Pig & Whistle who appreciated 
being able to get to a shelter and 

to put on a warm fire. It’s nice to be 
appreciated, that is for sure!

Our club is now working on a project 
to build a new bridge in Timberlake 
West. A lot of legwork and paperwork 
go into these projects. We look forward 
to having the new bridge in place. The 
benefit is that the groomer operators will 
find it easier to complete the loop to the 
Kelly Road.

We didn’t have a chance to set up a 
check point on our trails this year. We 
still see too many sleds with no permits 
around. For this reason, it is a priority for 
next year!

The Ride for Dad was a success despite 
the snow not being the greatest. Just 

about everyone got a ride in anyway and 
the amount raised was over $27,000. A 
lot of work goes into this event and it is 
rewarding to see all of the participants. 
As usual Mike and Marsha Eddy did 
more than their fair share. It is a great 
weekend, think about attending next 
year.

Cabot Club had a busy season with 
the usual trail and shelter maintenance, 
filling the Pig & Whistle with wood, 
groomer maintenance and signage. 
This takes much time too; we are very 
conscientious about our signs which I 
hope you have noticed. 

Hope we all have a few more rides 
before the end!

As another winter comes to a close we are supposed to be hit with another snowfall in a few days but, too little too late….

Although we didn’t have record snowfalls this winter we certainly enjoyed what we had. We did however get some major 
work done on our trails.

The Ceilidh Trails Association (Cape Clear, Alpine and Inverness clubs) have started 
a groomer sponsorship drive with amazing support from local business and private 
sources. It is great to see the support of the community for this cause and has shown us 
the impact that snowmobiling has in our area. Our local MLA Allan MacMaster attended 
our last Cape Clear meeting. He showed great support and is willing to do what he can 
to help with provincial funding. 

Many of our members participated in the fourth annual Ride for Dad held on the March 
5th weekend in Baddeck. Unfortunately, we could not have a structured ride because of 

lack of snow and somewhat dangerous 
ice conditions. The weekend was still 
enjoyed by many snowmobilers in Nova 
Scotia and raised over $27,000 for 
prostate research and awareness.

Our club had our annual fundraiser 
in December 2015. The lucky winner 
(Rory Young) was thrilled to win a 250 
Yamaha snowmobile.

Hopefully the 2016/17 season will bring 
more snow!

Cabot Snowmobile Club

Cape Clear Club

Cheryl Joseph

Richard Jamieson, President
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Greetings everyone. This year was 
a tough year in Guysborough 
County for snowmobiling. 

We did have a number of storms, but 
the mild weather did not leave much 
snow for long. Unfortunately, we had a 
January, February, and a March thaw, 
which certainly limited our ability to 
enjoy our improved trails. I was starting 
to get quite upset with Cindy Day, but 
have to realize you need to take what 
you can get – haha!

The Chedabucto Snowmobile Club has 
been a member of the Snowmobile 
Association of Nova Scotia (SANS) 
now for eight years. We are steadily 
improving our trails each year by 
building bridges, big and small, putting 
up signage, and cutting bushes and 
windfalls to keep our trails safe for the 
recreational snowmobiler. We still have 

much to do but have been continuously 
expanding our trail system.

Our big project this year for 2015-16 
has been the building of the eighty foot 
bridge across the brook in Guysborough 
Intervale to replace the older cable 
bridge that Leonard Connolly did years 
ago. I would like to thank Dermot 
Chisholm for heading up this big project, 
David Connolly for providing the heavy 
equipment required to get the job done, 
as well as all the volunteers who helped 
to make this a success. Hats off to Gary 
Simpson and Dermot Chisholm, who 
continually groomed our trails again this 
year when needed. Also a special thank 
you to all the volunteers who maintain 
our trails, whether it be in Guysborough 
Intervale, Boylston, Manchester, 
Mulgrave, Guysborough, Giant’s Lake, 
Country Harbour, Heatherton, and St. 

Andrew’s areas. The work that was 
done by these volunteers is the reason 
why so many can enjoy recreational 
snowmobiling and visit our scenic area.

One of our main fundraisers this year 
was going to be a poker rally that was 
scheduled for February 27, 2016, 
which had to be cancelled due to the 
uncooperative weather conditions. We 
will be rescheduling this event for early 
next year.

Our club membership fees are $25 
per family (husband & wife) or $20 
per person (18 years and older). We 
welcome any new members and I 
am pleased to announce that our 
membership has increased this year to 
100 members. More details about our 
club can be found at 
www.chedabuctosnowmobileclub.com

Chedabucto Snowmobile Club
Philip Connolly, President

A smaller bridge that we built this year,  
26ft long on a smaller brook.

This picture is by the beautiful Salmon River near Roachvale,  
Phil Hall and Philip Connolly out for a run.

Our 80ft bridge!
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This submission, we are attempting 
to capture the essence of creating a 
Snowmobile Association, while paying 
much deserved tribute to the trail blazers 
who came before us doing so much 
of the hard work required to facilitate 
organized snowmobiling in our area. 
Our snowmobile association actually 
consists of parts and pieces of what 
were previously two distinct snowmobile 
clubs and a groomer association which 
responded to meet the grooming needs 
of both clubs. 

It all started in the area of River 
Hebert/Joggins in the mid-60s early 
70s, when a number of like minded 
snowmobile enthusiast decided it was 
time to encourage folks to participate 
in trail rides to what must have felt like 
distance lands, when one considers the 
reliability and speed of some 1960 era 
snowmobiles.

According to Merrill White, a long time 
sled-head and still active member of 
the CGSA, it was the late Murray Mills 
who master minded group rides in the 
Joggins, River Hebert area, who deserves 
much of the credit for organized 
snowmobiling in the Chignecto Isthmus 
area. Murray, Merrill and Robert Veinotte 
often travelled from River Hebert as far 
as Advocate. 

Merrill states that things were much 
different back then. Most of the 
snowmobiles had simple motors that 
were producing about 10-12 hp and 
a trip that might take two hours today, 
would take nine or ten back then.

Sno-Jets were a very popular machine 
in the 1960s and 70s. There were other 
brands such as: Skidoo, Skiroule, Arctic 
Cat, Massy Ferguson, Polaris, Chaparral, 
Evinrude, Johnson, Ski-Whiz, Diablo-
Rouge, Husky, Sno-Cat, Harley Davidson 
and maybe a dozen others but mostly 
Sno-Jets were used in River Hebert. 
According to Merrill this was mainly 
because they were sold in the local area 

by Stephen Gilbert. He also indicated 
that some sleds needed more than a 
few visits to a garage. Since he was a 
mechanic with a garage, we understand 
that he became the resident snowmobile 
mechanic for the group. 

Back in the early 70s a new 12hp Snow 
Jet cost the whopping sum of $850.00 
taxes in, while a Sno-Prince could 
be purchased in a crate for around 
$600.00. Assembly of Sno Princes often 
took place in Merrill’s Garage.

Meeting old friends and  
making new ones!

In preparing for a trip, Merrill stated that 
lots of sandwiches and tea was packed 
in anticipation of several “boil-ups” 
during the day. They had a camp in an 

area known locally as the Bear Den and 
routinely stopped there after a two or 
three hour run for the first boil up. They 
also frequently stopped at the warden’s 
camp near the present day CGSA 
warming shelter then subsequently made 
their way down the Goodwin Road and 
across the river to Jenk’s Meadows. 
There, they would boil-up at the old 
Canning camp before continuing on 
to the burnt woods area, where they 
stopped off at the 30-30 camp which 

was owned by my father 
in-law Millard Wagstaff. They 
continued rides to the burnt 
woods area well into the 
1980s-90s. 

Merrill mentioned that when 
travelling from River Hebert 
to Advocate in the good 
old days, they often had to 
resort to driving along the 
side of the road, through 
back yards or just about any 
place that held snow. Quite 
often though there was lots 
of gravel involved and at 
night sparks from wear bars 
was a common sight. He still 
has fond memories of Cecil 

Fletchers Store and a little restaurant at 
which they would stop to enjoy a meal 
prior to making the trip back to River 
Hebert. Merrill informs us that back in 
the day, there was no requirement for 
registration or insurance, but that on one 

Chignecto Glooscap  
Snowmobile Association (CGSA)
C.E. (Rick) Harvey, President
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occasion the county actually increased 
their property tax bill by $10.00 
because they owned “snow machines”. 
Apparently, wiser minds prevailed and 
subsequently the so called luxury tax was 
withdrawn.

Both Merrill and Larry Scopie credit 
the late Warren (Rab) Wolfe with 
bringing organized snowmobiling to a 
point close to what we see today. Rab, 
with the assistance of a new crew of 
snowmobilers including Ronnie Baker, 
Eric Melanson, Larry Scopie, Doug 
Landry and a few others improved upon 
the loosely knit organization started by 
Murray Mills and officially organized 
the Chignecto Snowmobile Club. A 
Snowmobile clubhouse from these early 
days is still used in the River Hebert area. 
It stands as a testament to the effort 
put forth by these early club members. 
Trails were being opened, signage 
being organized, bridges being built 
and all without any form of government 
assistance or regulation. 

Merrill soaking up the sun  
on the seat of his Sno-Jet!

Meanwhile as things continued to 
unfold, a group of snowmobilers in 
Parrsboro under the direction and 
guidance of two young RCMP Officers 
by the name of Mike Johnson and his 
wing man Colin Morton commenced the 
task of organizing snowmobilers in the 
Parrsboro area. According to Mike, the 
club development was mostly complaint 
driven. Initially their main focus was to try 
and reduce the number of calls coming 
to the local RCMP office as a result of 
riders running over blueberry fields. I 
would like to add that this problem is 
not nearly as bad as it once was, but 

unfortunately there are still some riders 
who are not respecting the property of 
others.

Regardless with dogged determination, 
Mike and Colin with the “invaluable” 
assistance of folks like Ricky Yorke, 
Gary Harrison, Scott Mcphee and 
others, persevered and the Glooscap 
Snowmobile Club was born in 1990. 
(Ricky Yorke later served as president of 
the club for more than 10 years.) 

During the same timeframe down the 
shore in the Advocate area, Kenny 
Collins and Duncan Lunn along with 
several others were busy clearing trails 
and building bridges to connect the 
folks in that area with an ever growing 
network of trails. Concurrently, Mike and 
Colin spent many hours speaking with 
landowners and acquiring permission 
to use their property. They did so by 
selling them on the virtue of organized 
snowmobilers and groomed trails 
causing less damage than individuals 

running all over the place with 
little or no guidance or direction. 

Mike credits the late Brenda 
Lewis with moving the association 
forward, indicating that she was 
a real sparkplug who thrived on 
organizing fundraisers, serving 
as a trail warden and regardless 
of the complexity she could 
always be depended on 
to get the job done. She 
was highly regarded by 
all who knew her and 
her contributions are 
often spoken about to 
this day. Joe Malay who 
served as Club President 

is also credited with having 
a very positive impact on the 
development and longevity of 
organized snowmobiling and trail 
development in our area. We must 
also recognize the substantial 
contributions made by Charles and 
Pearl Priest. It is said that Charles 
and Pearl cut more brush, cleared 
more trail and put up more signs 
than any other dozen individuals in the 
province. 

Fundraising with the hope of purchasing 
some form of trail grooming apparatus 
took a great deal of time and effort. 
However, it was felt that groomed trails 

would have a far reaching and lasting 
impact in helping to keep riders off the 
blueberry fields. In the final analysis, 
several members of the newly founded 
club put up their own money to purchase 
the first groomer. The first so called 
real grooming apparatus appeared on 
the scene in the winter of 1991/92. 
It operated under the direction of the 
Groomer Association and provided 
trail grooming to both the Chignecto 
and Glooscap Clubs. I will not dwell 
on the grooming capabilities or driver 
comfort of that first apparatus, except 
to say that some operators considered 
driving it to be a form of cruel and 
unusual punishment. In 2003, a Tucker 
200 Sno-Cat was purchased, again 
with direct financial support from a 
couple of dedicated club members. The 
Tucker was/is such a major improvement 
compared to the earlier groomers that 
initially it was hard to keep the operators 
out of it. 

In 2008 the Chignecto and Glooscap 
Clubs amalgamated to become the 
Chignecto/Glooscap Snowmobile 
Association, accepting the responsibility 
of managing 400 kilometers of multi-
use trails; which run from Joggins, River 
Hebert to Southampton, Parrsboro, 
Moose River and all the way west to 
Advocate.

Living the Good Life 

Some argue that the good old days were 
the highpoint of snowmobiling in Nova 
Scotia and maybe so. Regardless in the 
final analysis, I vote with the majority 
who agree that the provincially regulated 
and governed OHV/SANS trail-pass 
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Crowdis Mountain Snowmobile Club
Baddeck, Cape Breton, Zone 1

The winter blues…

Well it’s hard to believe how 
much our weather changes 
from year to year. A lack of 

snow this year has cancelled many club 
rides and events across the province. 
Considering this time last year we had so 
much snow we were having a hard time 
getting up the mountain to groom!

Here in Victoria County, the Crowdis 
Mountain club was forced to cancel the 
annual Gary Ross memorial drag races. 
These races are a large revenue source 
for our club and the local economy. This 
lack of revenue is a serious blow to our 
club.

We were able to host our poker run on 
March 19. We had a great turnout with 
a wonderful turkey dinner provided by 
the hard working members of our club. 
Thanks go out to participants, organizers 
and prize donors.

Being one of the host clubs for the 
annual SANS Snowmobile Ride for 
Dad and a member of the organizing 
committee I had a great feeling of pride 
hearing all the positive comments and 
seeing the very impressive amount of 
money raised at this year’s event! Thank 
you 

 Our small number of dedicated club 

members has spent the winter keeping 
the trails cut and groomed. New signage 
has been going up over the last few 
weeks and will continue through the 
spring. Lots of work 
takes place even 
when the groomers 
are not needed to 
smooth the trails.

The organizing 
committee have 
been working on 
another fundraising 
dinner with 
hopes to boost 
our membership 
numbers and details 
of that event will be 
out soon. 

To all the members 
of the Crowdis 
Mountain 
Snowmobile Club 
who spend their 
time and energy 
making sure our 
trail system is safe 
and fun for all to 
enjoy, I say thanks. 
Sometimes thanks 
isn’t enough, but 
at the end of the 

day you should be very proud of a 
job well done and making a positive 
improvement to your sport, community 
and active outdoor living. 

funded concept of today makes the 
development and maintenance of trails 
far easier from a number of perspectives. 
Additionally, most riders from this 
generation will probably agree that 
groomed trails are a lot more fun and 
far safer to ride on than the mogul laden 
paths of early years. 

I recently had the opportunity to drive 
one of the vintage snow machines and 
I now understand why Merrill and his 
buddies took such a long time to get 

from point A to Point B and also their 
requirement for copious amounts of 
Tea—At least I am led to believe that it 
was Tea. And as Garner Ted Armstrong 
would say “now you know the rest of the 
story.”

As we prepare this article, we have had 
to change the date of our annual rally 
and re-schedule our snowmobile training 
course due to a lack of snow. However, 
the next few days are showing some 
promise.

In closing, on behalf of the membership 
of the Chignecto/Glooscap Snowmobile 
Association we thank all our sponsors, 
especially the landowners, for their 
continued support and cooperation. If 
we missed mentioning the efforts of any 
individual or group who contributed 
to the development and growth of 
snowmobiling in our area, please be 
assured that your efforts are deeply 
appreciated. We look forward to seeing 
you on the trail.

C.E. Darren Baker, President
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Cumberland Snowmobile Club 
Greg Morash, President

Well it has been another sled 
season talking about the 
weather, talk of the extreme 

opposite with the lack of snow. If you 
had the ability to be off, you enjoyed 
the full three weeks of the season; the 
working members only saw six days of 
fair sledding. The good side is that fuel 
costs were down making travel to the 
snow less painful.

If you did get a chance to enjoy our fine 
trails hopefully you visited one of our 
3 new warming huts, or had a chance 
to travel the new trails covered by the 
new Amherst groomer and the excellent 
shape we had briefly. Next year will 
only be better and the good folks at the 
Amherst Golf Club were certainly happy 

to see all those sleds roll in. The 
new bridge was dropped over the 
River Philip into Oxford and there 
should be some new access on 
both sides of the 104 next season.

I ask the membership to have a 
look at the list of sponsors that 
made donations to the club via 
advertising, or cash donations 
in support of the sport. I ask you 
to tell them that their effort did 
not fall on brown ground and 
rock filled trails. It has put us that 
much further ahead for next year 
with a list of repairs to trails that 
never stops; we will move forward 

putting the funding raised towards 
groomer payments and a start at this 
year’s projects to come.

I also want to thank all of the volunteers 
that still had to do their part even when 
there was no snow; self motivation with 
no snow is difficult.

Thank you to Greg and Amanda for their 
effort in the canteen; just wish Mother 
Nature had kept it a little colder to see 
the full potential.

We will be holding our 
VIP dinner at Sociables 
in Springhill, April 30, 
2016; the expectation 
is for the night to 
be large and as 
entertaining as usual. 
We are also going to 
be starting our lottery 
the end of April as we 
firm up the prizes at 
the time of this writing. 
Please stay tuned to 
our website for the 
location to get your 
tickets before they sell 
out, like last year.

We are also working 
on putting a four 
wheeler/bike run 
together out of 

Collingwood to help as a fundraiser 
since we didn’t get the sled rally in this 
year. The moneys will help to cover the 
club summertime expenses. Look for this 
event in May, we will post it to the club 
website.

In closing I would like to thank the land 
owners for allowing us the access to 
their property, without them none of this 
is possible. Please enjoy the summer, 
play safe and we look forward to seeing 
you out doing trail work in the fall as we 
prepare for another ‘better’ sled season.

Getting it done on the 104  
near Springhill

First two sleds to the Amherst Golf Course  
welcomed on February 12. New warming shelters being delivered Christmas Eve.
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Dalhousie Mountain Snowmobile Club 
Greg Morash, President

The winter season is now past and 
although Mother Nature was 
somewhat unpredictable, we did have 

snow and conditions were good when 
there was enough to groom.

We finally were able to consolidate our 
groomer fleet with the sale of our New 
Holland Groomer and the purchase of a 
second Lamtrac 4000 groomer. The club 
felt this was a much better fit for our type 
of trails and it also enables standardization 
of groomer operator training, maintenance 
and parts.

The picture shows Frank Wuite, club 
member, with the groomer on the PEI ferry.

Our club was very concerned about the 
lack of trail permits on sleds last winter 
and were very pleased with the amount 
of enforcement on the tails this winter. 
Although some folks were complaining 

about being stopped, it is 
good for our sport and the 
safety of snowmobilers that 
both the RCMP and DNR 
Enforcement Officers made 
such a great presence on the 
trails. We hoped to educate 
those without permits that it is 
illegal to be on groomed trails 
without a permit, registration 
and insurance. The fines are 
quite expensive, our permits 
are very reasonably priced 
in comparison to most other 

provinces and it would help our sport a 
great deal if everyone using our groomed 
trails purchase trail permits.

Our club installed two poster boards next 
to our warming huts and have received 
a few sponsors who have gratefully 
purchased advertising posters. We hope 
to receive more support from our great 
business partners in the next year.

We would like to thank our landowners, 
business partners and volunteers for their 
continued support. Our thanks to everyone 
who has contributed to our club’s success 
and we would like to take this opportunity 
to wish everyone a great summer!

We encourage everyone to visit our website 
for up-to-date club information and 
groomer SPOT tracks

dalhousiemountainsnowmobileclub.ca

NS Health and Wellness

The 2 Boys Smokehouse & Deli

Active Pictou County Trails

Central Supply, New Glasgow

DNR – Off Highway Vehicle 

Infrastructure Fund

Adventure Motors

C & G Yorke Construction Ltd.

Sobeys

Hardy’s Precision Auto Body & Collision

RMS Energy

All our Incredible Volunteers! 

Pictou County Health Authority 

Community Health

GLD Construction

George Chisholm Wood Products

SANS Small Project Grant Program

Proudfoot Motors

Gerald Battist Trucking Ltd.

DF Miller Logging

T. Fraser Crane Services Ltd.

John Ross and Sons Ltd.

DeHaan Properties Ltd

All our Landowners!

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTIVE BUSINESSES AND FUNDING GROUPS
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Dale Hickox, President

Coming off the winter of 2015 
there was a lot of excitement 
on PEI as we headed towards 

the winter of 2016. Early reports from 
our dealers in the fall indicated lots of 
interest and lots of machines moving. 
Snowmobilers were pumped and ready 
to go. This enthusiasm showed up with 
the result of our early permit sales drove. 
We did lots of promotion and advertising 
as we encouraged all to take advantage 
of the $100.00 saving by purchasing 
before December 31st. Having a 
great working relationship with the 
government did help as well as the new 
“$500.00 fine for no permit” law also 

came into effect. The result was permit 
sale numbers we have never reached 
before including topping the numbers 
from the late nineties. This was all a 
very positive thing and everything was 
ready to roll including equipment which 
had to have lots of maintenance and 
repairs done to it coming off the winter 
of 2015 with record grooming hours on 
all equipment. So here we all are ready, 
pumped, trails all marked , equipment 
read, lots of new sleds ready to go, 
and what happens!!! Winter forgets to 
come!!!

We had decent 
snow come by 

times, enough to get a start on trail 
grooming then bang we would get a 
mild spell. A few days later more snow 
(usually on Fridays) do some grooming 
of the trails and then by Tuesday 
mild again. This pattern went on for 
several weeks then February came and 
it appeared as though things might 
change. We had some significant show 
and finally a few days of cold weather. 
Trails were in great shape from February 
10th to 16th, and then mild weather hit 
again and as I write this article we have 
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had no snowmobiling since Islander Day 
holiday and we all know once we get 
to late March unless there is old now 
around it is not staying very long.

This poor snow season has also led to 
many other negative results including 
the “Annual NS, NB and PEI Go 
Snowmobiling Rides”. This annual event 
allows us all to showcase the media, 
politicians, and other recreational 

groups what snowmobiling is all about 
and why we are all so passionate about 
it. Many benefit snowmobile runs had 
to be canceled as well and this hurts as 
Snowmobilers are well know for their 
generosity when it come to helping out 
others who may need assistance.

We have all see these winters int 
he past, and know that once in a 
while it happens. We do not like, but 

unfortunately someone with more say 
than us has spoken for this season!!! 
We all hope she is kinder to us all next 
season. In closing I would like to thank 
all those on the PEISA board for their 
hard efforts and dedication. It takes a 
lot of people to help make a volunteer 
run organization work well as they all try 
to make snowmobiling on PEI the best it 
can be.


